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without diffi'^ulty, on account of tfi^

quantity of ice that was in and about ir,

our numbers being likewiir reduced by

the intoxication of feveral of the crew,

who had thought that the moft effcdbual

method of getting rid of the apprehenfions'

they laboured under. Our veffcl had,

from the violence of the waves dafhing

againft her, broached to, with her broad

-

fide to the wind, fo that (he afforded

fome (belter for the boat to the leeward.

Having with much labour cleared the

boat of ice, and prepared her for launch-

ing, ! ordered fome liquor to be diftri-

buted to thofe who had not yet tailed of

any, and then alked, if any were willing

to embark with me in the boat, and

make the attempt to gain the (hore. The
fea running fo high, that it appeared

fcarcely polTible that the boat could liv-e

in it for a minute, very few were willing

to. make an experiment fo full of rifk \ fo

that all who offered themfelves were the

mate and two failors, together with my
fervant, and a boy who was a paffenger

on board. What gave us the greateft em-
^''' ^^

barraffmtnt

I


