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men againft their will ; but in that government

they would be difcharged from the exercife of vigi-

lance, providence, and fortitude *, and therefore,

that they may Heep on their watch, they confent to

take fome one divifion of the fociety into partner-

(hip of the tyranny over the reft. But let govern-

ment, in what form it may be, comprehend the

whole in its judice, and redrain the fufpicious by its

vigilance; let it keep watch and ward; let it difco«

ver by its fagacity, and punifh by its iirmnefs, all

delinquency againft its power, whenever delin-

quency exiils in the overt a£ls ; and then it will be

as fafe as ever God and nature intended it fhould be.

Crimes are the ads of individuals, and not of deno-

minations i and therefore arbitrarily to clafs men

undt^ general defcriptions, in order to profcribo

and punifti them in the lump for a prefumed

delinquen'^y, of which perhaps but a part, perhaps

none at all, are guilty, is indeed a compendious

method, and iuves a world of trouble about proof;

but fuch a metho^^ inftead of being law, is an aft of

unnatural rebellion againft the legal dominion of

reafon andjuilice*, and this /ice, in any conftitu-

tion that entertains it, at one time or other will

certainly bring on its ruin.

We are told that this is not a religious perfe-

cution, and its abettors are loud in difclaiming

all (everities on account of confcience. Very fine

indeed I then let it be fo; they are not perfecU"

tors i they are only tyrants. With all my heart.

I am perfeftly indifferent concerning the pretexts

upon which >ye torment one another *, or whether

it be for the conftitution of the Church ofEngland,

or


