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o F T H E

POST and SETTLEMENTS
ON THE

MISSISI PPI.

TO proceed with order and facility in defcribing the pofis

which are on the Miffifippi, and thofc which communi-

cate vvitli that river, I fliall begin with the Balize, and fo go on,

afcending the river. The ifland of Saint Carlos, of which I have

before fpoke, is near the entrance of the Miflifippi, and lies in

twenty-nine degrees nortli latitude, and in eighty-nine degrees ten

minutes longitude from the meridian of London : there are houfes

for the refidence of an officer, twenty foldiers, a pilot, and a chap-

lain. The reafon of eftabliflung this poft, is that afliflance may be

given to veflels coming into the river, and to forward intelligence

or difpatches to New Orleans : This is called the Balize as well as

the French poft, which lies two miles eaft of the entrance of the river,

and was originally built with the fame defign, and as a defence for

the mouth of the river: its fituation (v/hich is very low and

fwampy) would never admit of any ftrong fortification ; but what there

was, is now gone to ruin : nothing remains but the foldiers bar-

racks, and three or four guns cji barbette. From this place nothing

is to be i^^n but low marflies, continually overflowed, till we get

within a few leagues of the Detour de L'Anglois, where there are

fome few plantations, moft of which are but very late eftahlifli-

mcnts, and are, as yet, but of very little confcqucnce. At the De-

tour the river forms almoft a circle ; fo that vellels cannot p.if, it

with the fame wind that conduced them to it, and arc obliged to

wait for a lliift of wind. This gave the idea to the French, of
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