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^ Defcription of QJJ E B E C.

^t/£i£C, the Capital of Mw Fra^f*,

^^ or Canada, in yfm;r/V<i,i8 fltuate on the
^^> Confluence of the Rivers St. Laurenct
and St. CA«r/«, at 4.60 55' N.Lat.7100' Long.
W. from Ltndon ; this River extends about
270 Miles, navigable for Ships of large Bur<
then. The Hartiour of Siuebee, which is

large and fpacious, is terminated at the

Eaft and North Eaft, by the lUand of Orlt-

ens, and the iirft Thing that prefents your
Eye in failing up to ^ehec, is a Cafcade,

•ailed by the French, the Leap of Montmo-
reney, at the Entrance of the Ifle of Or/eans,

and is about 30 Foot hi^h and forty bro^d |

though it be only caufed by the Fall of an
inConflderable firook. A little above this,

is the City, (Ituate on the narroweft Part of
the River 5 but between that and the Ifle

of Orleant, \% a fpacious Bafon, a full

League long every Way, Into which the
River of St. Charles empties itfelf, which
flowsdown from the N. W. fo that it (lands
between the Mouth of that River, and the
Cape Diamant, on that of St. Lamence.
The Haven ftands facing the Town, and is

about 19 Fathom deep, fafe and commodi-
ous. When the Town was built, which
was about the Year 1608, the Tide came
quite up to it ; but fince that Time, has
funk fo far, as to leave a dry Spot, on
which they have ereded another Town, at
the Foot of a rocky Mountain, about eight
Fathom high. This laft is flrong and well •

kuilt, being for the moft Part of good hewn
Stone, inhabited by Merchants, and defen •

ded by a Platform, which, being level with
tlie River, commands the Ships as they go
in or out. The Way from the lower to the
higher Town is fteep and difficult for Carts,
Coaches, Qfe. The moft noted Building is

the Church 1 The higher Town is likewife
wry well built, and abounds with many
ncble Edifices j fuch as Churches, Palaces,
efpecially that of the Bifhop, built by the
Bithop of St.J^alitr i the Courtt ofJudica.
Vot, III.

''

ture 5 the Houfe of tlj^r Kinghts HoPpital^

lers, a noble Building of fquare Stone, a-,

domed with two ftately Pavillions, feveral

Monafleries, Nun-chapels, &c. too nume*
rous and elegant to defcribe in this h-lace*

But the nobleft of all is the Palace, where
fits "the grand Council of the Colony, cre-

ated ^ntio i6)9, and which is iikewife the

Refidence of the Governor, and the Dcpo-
fltory of all the Royal Stores. The Cathe-

dral is a large Strudlure, but chiefly noted

for its Tower, which is high and commc.*
dious, and may be feen at a great Difttnce.

The Seminary, or Cloifters, was deflgncd

with better I'alle, but was never completely

flhifhed.

fiefldes the lower Town abovementioned,

there is another on the other Side the high

One, and on the Banks of the River of St,

Charlet, along the Banks of which are feve-

ral noble Country- feats and Houfes of Plea-

fure. The Caftle ftands on the Brow of a
rugged Hill, about 40 Fathom above the

Town ; but is irregularly built, and forti-

fied ; having only two Baifions, without
any Ditch, towards the City Side. The
The Garrifon in it is maintained by the

Farmers of Canada, conflfting only of two
Serjeants and twenty-five Soldiers, Buc he-

fides this, the Fort, called Diamar.t, or Fort

of Cape Diatrant, which was deflgned fo ba

a very confiderable Place for Strength and
Beauty, though at prefent only a few
Works, and a Redoubt, which command
both it and the Town. Some other Fort*

and Fortifications there are here and there,

but of no confiderable Account ; and tl s

Tjwn owes its Strength more to its Situa-

tion than to them. We may here obferve,

that the Cape, which is a folid Rock, 400
Fathom, is fo called from the vaft Number
of fine Stones that are found on it ; fome
of which want only the Hardnefsof a Dia-
mand to make thorn pafs for fuch. Another

Thing, which tnaj deferve our Notice is.


