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of the British bouiuUiry. The controversy hiis (h';;'L'iiL'r.itL'd t(j a

coMtraiiziitioii on one route with no prospect that it will be lor

the common wolfjire.

IJence the hist Con^Tcss, bron>j:ht to a (h'liiUock in the strugg'le

of localities, made the best possil)le (liHp(isiti(»n of tlu; Pacific Kail-

road bills in post[)onin^ them. Lot the wIidIc snl>j<!ct remain in

abeyance, until it can be approached in a spirit of national states-

manship. The Northwest makes no unreasonable demand U[)on the

other sections of the Confederacy. Tlie debouchure of the Missis-

si[)pi upon the Gulf of iMexico; the junction of the Missouri and the

Ohio in mid-channel of the MissisMi[)pi, and tlie head of naviga-

tion upon the iMississip[)i—from each of these localities must

yet project across the continent those communications by liail-

roads M'hich are already familiar as the Nortiicrn, the '('entral

and the Southern. Ijct Cong'ress determine, in its wisdom, what aid

in land, stock and postal bounties it will make for one route, and

then, either inaj^nanimously extend that encourag-oment to the threo

j^reat routes, or else proclaim that the proposed aid of the nation

shall be earned by that road which first reaches the longitude of

the Falls of the Missouri ! Certainly eith(;r course would be per-

fectly fair.

But if the determination to exhaust the diplomacy and treasury

of the country, in spasmodic attempts to sectionali/e this vital sub-

ject, is persisted in, Minnesota, at least, has only to reach a friend-

ly hand across her northern border to extricate herself from all the

consequences of Congressional injustice. We have come to know
the people of Canada—equally American citizens with ourselves, at

least under the auspicious influence of Reciprocal Trade and future

Identity of Interests, if not of Political Association. English capi-

tal also, sensitive to the immense benefit of attracting the bound

less transportation of the Northwest over the public improvements

of British. America, and fully conscious that the Canadian railroad

system can never be carried to the north of Lake Huron and Supe-

rior, crosses the Detroit River, builds a road through Michigan even

at this season of financial depression, and will yet co-operate with

the citizens of Wisconsin and Minnesota in a connoction with British

America at Pembina. " Thence to Vancouver ! " will be the watch-

word of Progress, continental in the grandeur both of design and

results. '^

The time has long passed when the danger of future wars with

England will deter from undertaking and consummating such an

international enterprize. If, in the late war with Russia, a secret

compact mutually exempted from its hazards the British and Rub-


