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a itnnge cnKtom in Zealand, nnd uiuy )ie nlxewhere, of
interring a living Iiofmo in every cliuivhyard before any
human being could be buried there. This honie re-

appeani, and is known under the name of the " Hell-

horse." It haH but tliret! \vi;s ; but ill luck to the man
who 8ce« it, for it forrtell.s liix own death. Hence it is

aid of one who has recovered from a dangerous illness,

"He has given a bushel of oiitH to the Hell-horse."

Further on Htauds the niMtic Kshing-house of Hia
Majesty, with a rude stone kitchen range outside, suf-

ficient to fry your jwrch—or boil them, if yon like it

better. Solyst is a small house on the lake side, where
trangers breakfast or drink their coffee on the ter-

races.

And now we approach Esrom. There stands the

old black jail, and the antique farmhoiiHe, whitewashed,
once hor kloster. Our hui-Hcri stop to water ; so we
walk down to the farmyard gates, and enter the court.

E!sroni wits mother church to Soro and also to others in

the Island of Hugen. Few and slight are the remains

of her former glory. A convent of Cistercians of

Clairraux, founded by ArehbiHhop Eskild in the

twelfth century, stood high in rank among the

klosters of Zealand. Here Queen Hedvig found her

laat resting-place, an<l two of the ill-tated offspring

(Magnus and Erik) of Erik Munved and Queen Inge-

bord.

After the Ileformation the lands fell to the crown
;

the materials of the church were used by that ruthleas

destroyer King Frederic for the construction of Fre-

derikxborg. I observed a stone inserted in the wall

bearing his cijiher, " F.," encircleil l>y the serpentine
" S " (Frederic and Sophia), surmounted by a crown,

the date 1509, a sort of Prote.ttant seal he placed U|>on

all ecclesiastical buildings which came into his posses-

sion, ^inothei', later, of Christian V., 1697; here-
paired the outhouses, and wished the world to be aware
of the fant. Some ancient iron cramps in the wall,

flenr-de-li»i» in honour of Mary, were all that remainetl

of Roman Catholic times ; the carved chairs of its

abbots are preserved in the museum at Co]>euhageu.

We saw the underground crypt, vaulted and 8up|iorte<l

on columns, which i.ndennines the whole building and
keeps it dry in this watery neighbourhood, and the

worthy fathers fiom rheumatic |)aiii8 and ague.
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Tm PlltCI OP FRKI)1!RIK9BOI<n—Till MkRMAID, ISBRIKD,
FOKKTKI.LS THR HiKTII OP ClIKlaTIAN I V.— IIODSKUOLD
KCONOMV OF CUUUTIAN I V.— I'DNISUM kN I' oP HIS I'kCD-

LATINO MiNT-MlBTEIt- KOTAL KaTTUKS—'I'lIK KlUDKHBAAL
— DisTKtrOTION or TUK PaLAOI or PuiiOIIKIKBBOBO BT
PiBI.

Tt was high time to leave Marienlyst : the season

had commenced— an army of waiters arrived from

Hamburg. The restAuraut was now open ; visitors

poun>d in by the steamers—calleil for bottled-beer and
beefsteaks, and, what was more, smoked on the stair-

case ; to add to our annoyAUce, a brass band com-
menced to play from six to eiglit every morning.

All this movement and bustle would have been well

enough had we not looked on Marienlyst as our own
pro|>erty for the last six weeks; lo, though 1 was sorry

*» leave the glorious bathings in the Sound, we |)acked

u() and started for Fredeusborg, where we pa.sHud one

night, and the following evening made for Frcderiks-

bnrg, a drive of three quarters of an hour.

No palace existed on thia spot previous to the reign

ol King Frederic II., who exchanged the lands of tkc

up))ressed convent of SkoT Kloster with the celebrated

Admiral Herluf Trolle for the manor of llillerod, oa
which he caused the earlier castle of Frederik8boi]g to

be constructed. Of this building little now remains ;

its site is occupied by the royal stables and outhouses

;

stout stuin|>y towers, one at each corner of the moat,

it has, wreathed round with iron craiujis bearing the

date 1562, and the motto in German of the pious

Queen Sophia.

Frederic II. was, when we consider (he age he lived

in, a right-minded, hc;.ourable man. In early life ha
was much attached to a young and beautiful giri,

Dagmar Hardenberg by name, who, though of noble

birth, Itelonged to no princely house; make her his

queen he could not, and he was too high principle*! to

take advantage of her youth, so he remained a liachelor

until he wns thirty-eight years of age, when, yielding

to the entreaties of his advisers, he, much against liis

will, contracte<l an alliance with the Princetis Sophia
of Mecklenburg. Tradition relates how Dagmar was
present at the coronation of the queen, which took
place in the Frue Kirke of Co|ienhagen, but, overcome
by her feelings, fainted away, was carried out of the
church, and died shortly after broken hearted. Two
daughters were the produce of Frederic's marriage,

and, in des|(air at the non-arrival of an heir ti .ho

crown, he began to regret he had yielded to the desire

of his nobles.

During the celebration of the Whitsuntide festivi-

ties, in the spring of the year 1576, there appeartid at

court an aged |)easant from the Island of c«amso, who
informed the king that, when ploughing his field by

the sea-shore, he was accosted by a mermai<i, who
ordered him to go direct to court, and announce to the

king that the queen should bear him a son within the

succeeding year, adding, " Tell his Majesty my name
is Isbrand, and I aui granddaughter of the mermaid
who |)rotected the birth of his ancestress, Queen Mar-
garet." When the king and queen heard this good
news they were greatly rejoiced, and all the court

with them, and the aged peasant i-eturned to his home
laden with presents. And now time rolled on, the

ho|H!8 of the nation were verified, and great was the

joy thereat.

It was the 12th of April, ir'T?, that Queen Sophia,

when walking with her ladies of honour somewhere on

the Koeskilde road, was suddenly taken ill, and before

aid and assistance could be procured, the youthful

Pagan, later Christian, heir to t!ie crown of Denmark,
made his ap|)earauce, not under the blue canopy of

heaven, but under a hawthorn-tree, which of course

happened to come into full flower just one month
before its usual period of blooming—a very graceful

compliment on the part of Dame Nature to the new-
born princeling.

Well, great was the joy of the whole nation at the

birth of the wished for heir, but tha hilarity of the

court was somewhat disturbed by a second visit from

the agent peasant of Samso, with a message from the

mermaid to the king, telling him that, if he did not

at once cease from his habits of inebriety, he woultl

never live to see his son a grown man ; at which
Fi-eilerio became exceeding wroth, anil dismissed the

messenger this tinui with no presents, but with threats

and men.ices.

The propheoy of the mermaid came to pass after all,

fii Fiuderio quitted this world a victim U. his inebriety


