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guarding lands yet waiting to be tilled, and

primeval forests yet ignorant of the wood-

cutter's axe. A hardy people, mostly of

French extraction, inhabit that part of the

province of Quebec ; but as you reach nearer

to the capital, the land becomes flatter, and

the signs of human settlement more frequent

in the shape of wooden houses, each with its

plot of ground, where the rustics carry on the

daily work of the farm, or in the shape of

villages, inhabited by ship-wrecked fishermen,

who have intermarried with the French, and

whose children, if they bear the commonest of

English names, are at the same time utterly

ignorant, not only of the tongue that Shake-

speare spake, but of the faith and morals

Milton held. They are a lazy people, living

chiefly on the harvest of the sea, and doing

little when that harvest is over. Men are

wanted to cut down timber, and they come in

gangs of two or three hundred, and spend a

week in riotous debauchery before they can
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