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til ixtiirn home. I'lariiif;, if he yailed Hoiiih l)y ' ui laliliide i\P. Did (Jreat Mriniii ever follow no
Ma<;<'llairs Strait, the SpuniardH would inler<'ept

him, he .mailed northwcHt to ahonl the I'Jd de^rte

of laiitnde, when, l>y Htress of weather, he wu.s

driven hark to latitude .K\ when h; landed in

Cilifornin, n fitted his vescel, n lo.iiin d till the

spriiii; of iriHtl, took posseHsion of and I'alled the

place .\ew AMiion, and in Septemher, I.Xl, he ar-

rived ill Kn;;laii(l. This is ilie .ucoiint of |)r;ike'H

voyai/e, as i;iven in l')H!> hy I'rainis Pretty, who
was with Drake, and which i:^ doulllle.s,^ correct.

II(! never touched the short! north of the .')i^th dt-

i;Tee, whirh is tw<i de'^rees south of our southern
lioiindary.

Enirlaiid does not now rely upon Cook'.; voy-

ai;c for title. In 177(1, two ceniurics aficrwanis,

th(! next ISriiish navi<;ator who a[>p< an d in the

Pacil'ic was Captain James Cook, who was sent

hy the Iiriii.sh t Jovernimnt on an exidorins: ixpe-
dition, with instructions to take possession of such
places as he mii:hi discover, whii'h li id not al-

ready lieeii " disriivrtil or visited" by oilier iiaiiniis.

.After a voyaire of near two years, in which he
visited Van Dieman's Land, N'ew'/ealand, Friend-
ly and Society Jslaiids, and other places, on
tlit^ 7ih of March, 17HH, he arrived oppo.site the

northwesi coiust of America, in lalilutle 44°.

the dtsioverieM of any of her iiavi:.;.ilors hy poH-

S'ssion and setiltmeni' If sin did, slie haii iieviT

to tluN d.iy furnished tl.r world witli the evidence

of II. The first setllemint ever made liy a Uriiish

Huli)e.'t %\ I -I of the Hocky Moniiiaiiii was made liy

.McKen/ie, in the year |f<Otl, whi 11, as an a;renl

of till' .Northwest l-'iir <'ompaiiy. he estahlisheil ii

triulili? post oil the 'i'aciicliee Teesi , ill latilnde .'>4^'.

'I'his IS the i'ritish title, mo far as it rests on dix-

covery I'V licr naviuMlors and Mdvt ir/ie.and these

are all she ever made. ( )f all the discoveries of each

iinlion I hase L'iven oiilv the outline, the dales and

pIfK'es, when and where, and hy whom they were

madf . Want of lime compels nit! to omit the

details.

Mr. CliMirmiu), a caref^il and accurate examina-

tion, nil analysis and comparison of the aiHheiitic

evideiicfs of the title of the iire.seiil claimants, as

the saiiK! is found in the loij;-liooks, journals, and
contemporaneous wrilniL's of the several navi-

irators and otheis who discoverid and explored

ill, It country, will fully sustain tlw ruth of this

proposition: that tli" Pwiiiaiors of I5iilain never

made an oriiiiiial di.sc,.,,ry of an important [inrt

of the territory in dispi ' . That her navij^alors

made exploralion.s •
*" pi 'cts previously di.^covered

Thence lie .sailed north to .Nootka Sound, where and explored hy Spaniards and Americans, will noi

he landed in Ajail, 1778, remained there near ' ' ' • ' '
- '- ;..:....i .i.o_

one monih, refittiiiir his vissel, and supplyin:; his

he denied; hut iliat she i;\vT made ,iii ori-inal iIih-

covery of iinpculaiice in thu' territory, remaiiiH vol

Id l,e proved.

.Mr. Chairman, le' us next examine the Nootka
conveniioii; that lieiin^ liie other lirunc.li of iJritish

I'i.iinis. .And. sir, wl.at is this conveniion ' By
whom was it made.' And can any rijzlit or title to

Cook ((Mitinued his voya;,'e until tin; ifilh of Fel)-
; the sovereignly or the soil of Orcijon he derived

ruury, 177!), when he was killed l.y the natives at from or pri!dicated ii|>on it. It \s a convenrion en-

Owylwe, one of the Sandwich i.slaiids. Fn^'land tired into hy Spain ami 15riiain in 17'.)(l. 'I'he cir-

(iun ilaiui nolhiiii; from his discoveries, f)r the rea- cuni.^lances liiat sravt! rise to this convention, and
son that Pere/, on the part of Spain, had '-dis- which are hiiihl'- impcniant to its true interpretu-

d, visited,'' and taken [losscssion of Nootka, tion,are hiielly these: in 17.SH two trading vessels

ship with wood and >^-. iM-, and trailniir wiili th

natives. Cook took pos.-'tssion of liie place, naiucil

it St. Cieoriri '• May, and the cove, l''riendiy Cove;
thence proceeded north on his voyiu:<', hut made
no further discoveries in tlu! disputed territory.

le ifilh of Feh-

eoverei

in 1774, four years hcfort; Cook (!ver .saw it. were fitted oiit at Macao, in China, for a tradinfr

In 17«7, John Meares, who.se acts are iniiinate- ex|iediti<ni. Upon one of them, John Meares was
lyconiiectt;d with the Nootka convention, and will supercargo, in the employ of a I'ortuiruesc mcr-
he ineniioiicd hereafter, in the capacity :'r super- chant. Slu! sailed iiniler Portu^juese colors, was
cariro in a Portu:,niese trading ship, visted Nootka.

; comiiianded hy a Portiisjuese ca]itain, her passports

In 1793, Vancouver visited the Straits of Fuca. and .sea pajiers were made out in the Portutuicse I .n-

This was two hundred years after Fuca had dis- u'uau;e, and hy authority of a Portui^uest.' colony,

covered the f iiirance of tin se straits, and three
;
the vessel and cari^o heloiiiriui: to Juan Cavello, a

years after Captain Gray had sailed into them tifty
\
Portuiruese merchant. In 17k'^ this ship (Felice)

arrived at Nootka, on her tradinc; expedition, four

years after Perez had discovered that place. Mf.arcs

while there )irocured from Mariuinna, an Indian

chief, at Nootka, a^^rantof privileije to use a small

sj:ot of i;roun<l in Frieiuily Cove, upon which to

con,>iruct a small tradiiic; ves.sel, on condition, that

when he Id't, he ( Meares') would surrender the same

miles.

In 1787, Perlceley, then in tiie service of the

.'\ustrian Fast India f'ompany, saw the Straits

(if Fuca, hut did not enter them.
In I'l'VA Alexander Mi-Ken/.ie, an ai^ent of a fur

company, passed from Fort ('hippewayne soulli-

west across the (country, and discovcied the head
waters of the river Tacuchee Tecse, (now called

|
hat k to the Indians, v. illi any l(uildina;s he mif^ht

Frazer's river,) down which he and his

lloated in cantics two hundred miles, the _

streams, passed hy land westward to the Pacific,
|

the l''clice was landed at Nootka, to huild the pro

where he lu'rived iii July, 1793, in latitude 5^^ Hi)'

From thence he returned hy land to Fort Chip)ie

wanj'c, whence he had started, making no other

dis(;ovcries. So little was known of this stream,

that, u[» to 1812 it was believed to he a branch of

the Columbia, when it was discovered to be a sep-

posed craft, and Meares .sailed south along the

coast on a tradin"; and cxplorim:; excursion. In

July followins, Meares returned to Nootka, and

ftiiind there two American ships, the Washinjrton

and Columbia, before mentionetl; also found his

new vessel, which was called the Northwest Ame-

I


