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conflict or friction between otliers. Missionai'ics knew liini well

as :i peacemaker; and there were occasions wiien his peace-

making efforts were clii'ected at men in higlier position tlian tln/y.

It is interesting to find in Ins Private Journal an account of his

success in lieaHng a hreacli between Lord Shaftesbury and tiie

Duke of Maril)orough, which had arisen upon the question of

parliamentary tactics as to bringing forw ird the question of tlie

Bible in Indian schools, in IbGO.

Lord Chichester, in a letter written after Venn's death, wrote

of the ability he displayed when on deputation to a Minister of

State :— "
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'• Dnriiif; more tlu.n thirty years T was in tho constant liabit of going
witli sueli (k'putations to tho heads of difiinout puhiir dcpartinents. :':id

liave always roiiu' away iniiircsscd witli tlu; fact that whatever wci^^lit

was due to the deputations, and whatever ini})rest-ion made upon tiie

Queen's Minister, was mainly owhig to the clear, intelligent, and
business-like statements of our honoured Secretary. I know that this

was the ojiinioii of several of the Ministers with whom I conversed upon
the subject afterwards."

And in another paper, Lord Ciiichester gives a pleasant glimpse Lord Chi-

,
of Venn's home life at Ilighburv, before he moved to East Sheen, reco'.iec-

where he died :—
' "

''°"^-

•• Aiii'-Ui;' the friends I used to meet at Hifihbury wtTo—the jiresent

I^ml Teijiumoutli, Sir J. and J-ady Stephen, the Trevelyans, K. liickei-

stetli. liaptist Noel, Cliarles Hodgson, Ac, itc, besides some of the
most interesting of our missionaries, students from Islington, Hisliop

Crowtht-r and his family, and otiier Afri(;aii ("liristians.
• H. \'e!ui liad a wonderful talent foi- diiiwin<; out a missionary,

Ixjtl) at his own tahle and in the more august pri'sence of the C.M.S.
Committee. He did this, not hy leading (luestions, hut hy sayinji,
* Xow. Mr. , what have; you to tell us r " 'I'heii, if the witness

hun^ tire, he was prompted l)y ' Von have seen so ami so. now tell us
alMiut this.' The process always auswi'icd. 1 was once dining with him
at Hifjhhury. when the

I
arty consisted of fdui' (n^rman students from

Ishn^itoii. and one (ierman missionary. The conversation lieyan hy a

discu.ssioii njitu a corn-mill which Prince Alhert was to send as a present
to the chiefs of Ahcokuta. bl. \'enn and I had heen to several slio[is,

and tile en^inetrs recommended a handmill with steel i^rinders,

iiist<'a<l of stones, hccause it was supposed that the Natives would never
learn to dress mill-stoni's, H. V. asked one of tliese youn^ Germans
whether lie could tiaeh them, if he went to tlait lonntry. 'Ohj'es,' Im
said. • I have dressed many myself. My father was a miller at oiu' town.'

It appeared afterwards that four out of the live had either drt\ssed

mill-stones or seen them dressed.

"

Venn held one (ecclesiastical olFice. He was a Prebendary of Venn Pre-^

St. Paul's, having been a])])ointed by Ibshoji I'lomheld. Jfe st. Pauls.

valued the distinction, as giving him an ollicial light to he present

at the ordinations of missionaries. The emolument attiithed to it

was 4'2 a yeai'. and the one duty was to preach on every alternate

St. i'lionias's Day. Venn's journal of tiiat day in JS-iU gives a


