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Kort Wulla Walla to visit a sick iimii. WlilUs tluTc the lirlxudc fi)r Now C'al-

ctloiilu, flftccii iMitt-aux, arrlvt'd at tlial point on tlioir way up tlio Coluiiibla,

with Indian (ioods l"or the New Caledonia or Kni/.or river country. They
were aeeonipanled liy some twenty chlel factors, traders and <'lcrks of tho

Mudson's Hay Company, and Itlshop Deniols [heincrsj, who had crossed the

mountains from Canada In ls.'t!i |Ih:M{, tho tlrHt Catholic priest on thU coant.

KIshop niHiichett came at the same time.

While this (jreat (Company were at dinner an express arrived from Kort
Colvllle announehiK the (to them) t;lad news that the (Colony from Ked rlvor

had passed the Uocky mountains, and were near Fort Colvllle. An excla-

mation of Joy hurst from the whole table at first unaccountable to Dr. Whit-
man, till a youuK priest, perhaps noi so discreet as the older, and not
thlnkluK there was an American at tho ti bio, sprang to his feet, and swing-
ing his hand, exclahned, "Hurrah for Columbia (Oregon)! America Is too

Ittte ; we have got tho country." In an Instant, as If by Instinct, IJr. Whit-
man saw through tho whole plan, cloa: to Washington, Fort Hall and all

[i. c. the stopping of all Innnlgranl and American wagons at Fort Hall by the
Hudson's May Company every year to that tlmt!|. He ltnmodlatol.y rose from
the table, and asked tt) bo excused, s))rangupon his horse, and In a vor.v short

time stood with his noble "eayus('" white with ioani before hl^ door, and
w Ithout stopping to dismount, ho replied to our anxious hKjuirlos with great

decision and earnestness, "I am going to cross the Hoeky mountains and
reach Washington this winter, (iod carrying m*. 'hrough, and bring out an
Immigration over the mountains, or the country Is lost." The events soon
developed that If that whole-souled .Vmerlcan missionary was not the "son
of a i)rophot," ho guessed right when he said, " a deep-laid scheme was about
culminating, which would deprive tho United States of this Oregon, and it

must be broken at once or this country Is lost."

We united our remonstrances with those of Sister Whitman, who was In

deep agony ut the Idea of her husband perishing In the snows of the Rocky
mountains. We told him It would be a miracle If he escaped death, either

from starving, or freozing, or the savages, or the perishing of his horses,

during the tlvo months that would be required to make tho only possible

circuitous route, via Fort Hall, Taos, Santa Fe, and Bent's Fort. His reply

was that of m.v angel wife six years before: " I am ready, not to be bound
only, but to die at .Jerusalem or In the snows of the Uocky mountains for the
name of the Lord ,Iesus or my country." And taking leave of Ills mission-
ary associates, his comfortable home and his weeping companion, with but
little hope of seeing them again In this world, he ento;red upon his fearful

Journey the M (3d) of Octol)er, 1S42, and reached the City of Washington the

2d of March, 1843, with his face, nose, ears, hands, feet and legs badly
frozen.

On reaching the settlements, Dr. Whitman found that many of the now
old Oregonians, Waldo, Applogate, Hanitree, Keyser and others, who had
once made calculations to come to Oregon, liad abandoned the idea, because
of the representations irom Washington that every attempt to take wagons
and ox teams through the Kocky nnd lllue mountains to the Columbia had
failed. Dr. Whitman saw at once what the stopping of wagons <<t Fort Hall
every year meant. The representations purported to come from Secretary
Webster, but really from Governor Simpson, who, magnifyiiig the state-

ments of his chief trader. Grant, at Fort Hall, declared the Americans must
be going nnid from their repeated fruitless attempts to take wagons and
teams through tho Impassable regions of the Columbia, and that the women
and children of those wild fanatics had been saved from a terrible death only
by the repeated and philanthropic labors of Mr. Grant at Fort Hall, in fur-

nishing them with horses. The doctor told these men as he met them that
his only object In crossing the mountains in the dead of winter, at the risk


