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generation lies, by which the evils which it has engendered may be eradicated

before the superstructure, raised on so treachei-ous a foundation, may topple

over, bringing chaos ia its tiain.

If protection in Canada should be followed by similar results as in

Britain, Canadians may well pray;—"From protection. Lord, deliver us."

The worst etTects of a protective policy is its tendency to mal^e the

rich richer and the poor poorer. Unequal distribution of wealth is the

great danger which threatens social institutions. It is the burning question

of the age. It is on the solution of this great economic problem depends
the success or failure of the existing social fabric. It is the duty of true

Conservatism, if it cannot remove, to temper the great inequalities be-

tween the extremes of societv, to soften those startling contrasts between
excessive luxury and squalid misery, which form so painful a feature of

modern civilization. If legislators are unable to grapple with this fcisk,

to tind a remedy for this gseat social scandal, then the system itself is

judged, and stands condenuied as a nuisance.

" THE SLAUGHTER MARKET."

A word on the "slaughter mai-ket " grievance. The interest of the

consumer is the public interest. The interest of the seller is always
antagonistic to that of the purehasei". The seller is invariably the pro-

ducer or distril)utor ; the purchaser is ultimately the consumer. When a

procbicer or dealer has a warehouse full of goods unsold, he is always
grumbling al)Out hard times and the scairity of money. But the secr(>t

burden of liis refrain is disajtpointuu'nt at the diminution of his jn-ohts.

If a foreign conqietitor is underselling him, he cries ruin, but what really

occurs is that his profits are reduced, wliile his grief is cause of rejoicing

to the conniiunity collectively. For what does this teii"ible lUider-SfJlnig

])rocess mean \ It means, when all is told, that a i)oor man can buy his

necessaries cheaper than the wealthy ca}>italists would wish he could get

them for. Suppose that the Americans, during the slaughter excitement,

sent over their goods here and distributed them gratuitously amongst the

people, would anyone call that an evil ] Would it not l>e the most muni-
licent generosity '] Well, supi)ose that instead of giving them for nothing,

that they gave them for one-half what similar commodities could be

obtained from the home dealers, is that an evil to be deploi-ed ! Is it not,

on tlie contrary, a great blessing, differing only in degree from the first

supposition ; and if there is one time more than another when this is a
blessing to the poorer classes it is in times of depression. Suppose, coming
on winter, that I want an overcoat, and that owing to commercial ditti-

culties my means of purchasing it has been considerably reduced, so that

if I am compelled to buy it from the home dealers I may go without or have
to^take a very infeiior article. Will any one pretend to say that it wouKl
not be a great boon to me to get a coat of good (puvlity of foreign manu-
facture for the same or less price than an inferior one of home growth
would cost me 1 I take it to have been in some respects a most fortunate thing

for this country, in its last commercial crisis, that accidentally a similar
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