
8 1 AU.M Ul THE DAGGER

\)\o\y . \U- rrtnrt'd u])(iii .ui iTifriiy in kiiid. aiiti ^iiiall

trrirwuK'^ tii.it "Tiu mil) uri.it (Jiics dwarf' d liis

.SCUM.' lit' rii^lit. |M)l-()ii( i| lii> liJV, and rfduced all

t'urtlilv iiittrr>t> to otir tranical and ^inUfcr drti riiii-

iiatinii. 'riil> ua> a fi\id |Miriii>>c to n\rn;^c lils

uroiiu,-. In [H i>oii 111' \\a- tall and of a pnurrful

I'raiiir. Infant niortalitv fan lii^li a liiinili\(l years

a^i). and ariv lad of Dartmoor ulio •iurv!\fd the ordeal

of .liildliood n^crK rall\ ili \ ilopfd into a man of -ound

I'on^tilution and <rriat pliy-iral hardiliood.

One >orrinv. indeed, \wis n.\ir ab-i nt fi'cn .lohn

Niueoiiilie's liori/on : he had no son; and uhen, in

course of tinii-, his onlv daughter -hould >nc('eed liim,

Da^'^er I'"aiMii must Lnow atiotlur name than Niw-

coml)e. unle>-. I'vi' marrird Iht cousin.

Sueh a match was tlic fatln'r's desire, yet Noah

Newcomhe, the yoiuif^ blacksmith and farrier of Post-

hrid^e, thouirh he vntisficd the yiarents. by no means

contentid the <i;irl. Noah, \vhile a man of oriat

strength and a ^iant in -tature, was built of rou^li

eartli : but thi' blood of tur mother—an "in-countrv"

\wiTiian- claimed rrentle fountains, and tlio maiden.

Eve. showed her herItao;e. Slii' developed an iniaeri'ifi-

tive temperament. She loved the river like a livinjr

thinfj: slie roamed its banVs in pnttv idleness; the

flowers and the trees were her conip'inions, and filled

her I'fe with a sort of happiness that proved sufficient


