
lis the goodness of God and incessantly proclaim the wisdom
and bounty of the Creator. To treat the lower animals then

with cruelty, to unnecessp.ily cause them pain to abuse them
through j-assion or to use thet.i for purposes contrary to those

for which they were created, may indeed, in a certain sense,

be looke.l upon as entering the cate^ .ry of the things forbid-

den by the Hfth cor-.niandment : for it is said in Kol}- Writ :

• The just regardeth the lives of his beasts, but the bowels of

the wicked are cruel..) ( Prov. XII, 10.) And our I.' ; Him-
self says thi t « Not a sparrow sliall fall on the ground without
your father.. (St. Matt. X, •2!)).

If on tii.' one hand we should not be cruci to animal.i

and cause them unnecessary pain, we should not on the other

be ridiculously fond of them. We sometin:t s find nitn and wo-
men showing greater atiection for dumb animals and pamper-
ing them nauseously, who aro hard-hearted and cruel in tlieir

conduct towards their neighbors, even the poor and needy.

How di-igusting it is to see people lavish on a pet dog or cat

acts of kindne.ss and affection which, in many cases, tJiey

would refuse to their own offspring

Of the different kinds of murder we shai: o.ily speak
of two, viz : suicide and homicide.

1st, Suicide. -Suicide is the c'eatroying of one's own life

with knowledge and delif.eretion. To bt culpable the suicide

must have the age of discretion and the use of his intellectual

faculties. The crime of t' '. self-destroyer is one of the numt
odious that man can commit, for it directly deprives CJod of

His right And leaves to the culprit himself no time for repen-
tance. The suicide's last act is his greatest crime. We rep
it, life belongs to God alone and He only can prolong it

hasten its end. If any of the saints have hastened the hour
of their death, as is related of St. Appol Ionia, who rushed
into the fire prepared for her martyrdom l>y the executioner,
they have done so by an inspiration of the Holy Ghost, to
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