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ing its fruit iii ail classes of Russian
Society.

It îvaý now war to, the k(nife.
Assassination was organized. So-
ciety wvas dislocated. Anarchy stalked
tluroughi the land. Panice seized the
Government. Martial ]awv was pro-
claimed over large tracts of the Em
pire. Legal procedcure was supér-
scded,, and absolute power given to
goovernors in the stornm-centres. IBut

* punishment of the most severe char-
acter, by "administrative order,"
availed littie. "The nîost absolute
Government in the world wvas check-
rnated by an inner ring who, had made
a pact with death."

* General Melikov, holding that the
battle *ith anarchy could only be
gained by the good-will of the Russian
people, strove to persuade his imper-
jal master to adopt rnilder nieasures,
Iuoping to inoculate hini with the idea

' of granting to, Russia a constitution.
This would draw the teeth. of the
Nihilists, and wvin back tlie estem,

* now well-nigh forfcited, of tiiose wvho
liad dclighted to eall him "the Czar-
Liberator." A scheme wvas laid before
the autocrat early in i881, of which
lie signified luis approval in the formn
of a rcscript. He then 1îesit-ited, and
postponed the publication of the ediet
until March i2th, on which day lie
again lesitatcd. On the next day,
When lie had rcsolvcd to promiulgate
it, the loncly, larassed emperor -%vas
assassiated. Thus perished a greatI iuonarch who saNv the goal to wvhich
lie ouglit to guide h-is people, but
Iacked strength and courage for the
lierculcan task.

Obscurantisrn triunuphcd, and the
reign of his suceessor, Alexander III.,
the pupil of Pobiedonostsev, wvas to
be on tlîe wvlolc reactionary. H-onest,
virtuous, not overweighited with
brains, hie *had littie even of c"tfli
vague liberalism" of luis fatiier.
After displayixug vacillation in reler-

ence to tlue vast project of refori
whichi his father hacl sanctioned, lie
declared his resolve to maintain the
autocratie power unsullied and to ex-
tirpate heinous agitation. He cash-
iered his father's ministers, and
called to, office meni who were pledgred
to support himi in the struggle wvith
the univ'crsal anarchiv. The extremnest
instruments of repression were again
employcd. " The whiole nuachinery of
justice wvas superseded bv a military
dictatorship." To breathie a liberal
sentiment ivas a crime past forgive-
ness. Fromn ten thousand to twve1ve
thousand persons, f cw of whoni were
Nihulists, were every year arrested,
and nîany of themn, loaded with cluains,
sent to, Siberian prisons or mines, or
condemned to, eat out their hiearts in
awful isolation on th(_ shores of the
Polar Sea.

Order wvas restored, but the cruel
character of irresponsible despotisrn
wvas burut into the soul of the intel-
lig-ence of the Russian nation too
deeply for the scars ever to be obliter-
ated. And the Czar hiimelf, terror-
hauntecl, was quite unfitted to con-
duct openly the affairs of State. In
one thing, lie succeeded-in the cdu-
cation of the people in anti-nîonarch-
ieîsm. The disgracefutl crusade
against the Jewvs added to the unrest
of the Emnpire, and muade everv
coterie of Hebrews sympatlîizers
with V-reason.

Meanwhile Polaiud, " stabbed to, the
hecart in lier social institutions, re-
ligion, languagre, and culture," by
Alexander III., whose maxinu ,vas
ciOiîe Russia, one ereed, one Czar,"
suceunîbed in an unequal struggle.
The national spirit wvas apparently
destroyed, but the inextinguishiable
embers of patriotism sniouldered un-
der the super-imposed wveight of Rus-
sian despotisnî-and lately tliey have
burst into flamie. Steadily the Mus-
covite Empire wvas advancing in Asia,
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