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tions on account of water, which with proper
drainage facilities would have diappeared at
once, and the land would much sooner have
been ready for cultivation,

1t is to bo hoped there will be no unnccorsary
delay in carrying out this work of draiuage,
whicn is 80 urgently needed in some parts of
the country, so as to provido against the delay-
ing of work in wet springs. There is a largoe
area of territory, partisularly in eastern Mani-
toba, which requires better drainage. Large
aceas of tand which are not now suitable for
cultivation in wot seasons, could be readily
made tafe for cultivation, whilo other large
arcas aro worked at o disadvantage in wet
seasons, owing to imperfect drainago. A com-
prehonsive system of drainage woull add
greatly to the value of ouragricuftural districts

as a whole.
S e et

Wool,

The wool market is in a very depressed con-
dition at present, and the outlock for tho com-
ing clip is far from atisfactory for both dealer
and grower, 'The large business accomplishod
during tho first two or three months of the year
gave promise that tho stock of old wool on the
market would be quite closely absorbed by the
time that the now clip was available, and in
this expectation dealers maivtained =z fair
amount of firmness in prices long after the do-
mand hagd fallen off. During January and Feb.
ruary the woolen manufactuters were taking
large orders for goods, and they were conse-
quently free buyers of wool to make up the or-
ders, which gave the market for raw material
an activity that dealers had not looked for in
theface of the result of the fall election. The
cold winter which gave clothiers a chance to
work off their stocks of heavy goods was the
inducement for the free buying of woolens,
and until olothiers had fairly looked for their
fall necessities thoy showed no disposition to
hesitato regarding “placing their orders ahead.
The falling off in the demand for woolens
was very quick, and monufacturers have
booked but few orders during the past
two months. Tho faet that the mills weis
well supplied with wool to cover their orders
as fast ns they were taken bas made their
wants since ordera ceased to come in of a very
moderate character, and instead of dcalers
finding 'their atock of old wool closely sold out
at the advent of the now clip, they have
awakened to the knowledge that there are still
considerable supplies of old wool oa the market
to dispose of.

During the past few weeks the liberal offer-
iogs of new wools from country points bave
brought this knowledge more closely to dealers’
notico, and a more decided effort has been made
by them to get their old wool out of the way.
Territory grades that wereselling on thescoured
basis of 57 to §8c per pound for fige, and 54 to
66¢ for fine medium, are now heing offered
freely at 53 to &5¢ for the former, while the
latter can be picked up at 51 to 52¢ for
strong staple warp wools. The bulk of the
stock of wool here is composed of what is
termed territory grade, or wools grown west
of the Mississippi river, and frem the facy that
it has been moreor less culled over, it is mostly
the heavier shrinkage grades that are left.
Stocks include several large lines of Oregon
wools that can be picked up at a scoured cost of
50 to 52c per pound for fine medinm, its heavy
shrinkage in the grease having caused it to bo
neglected by buyers, who are more tempted to-
wards lighter wools, The old stock of Texas
wools has been well reduced, but new woolsars
coming forward, and are meeting with some
sale at low prices, new wools beiog about 1 to
2¢ per scoured pound lower to sell than old
wools of the eame quality. California wools
ave also well sold out on old wools, and owing
10 the high prices quoted on the Pacific coast

but fow now wools are makiog an appearanco,
The stock of old fleeco wools ia very hight, there
being very fow pavcels of Ohio and' Michigan
washed fleece available, Saleaof XX and above
Oirio flecca have been made at 31 to 320 per ib.,
but it is doubtful if the prosent markot could
be quoted at 29 to 30¢, For \ Onilo flecco the
market is nominal at 27 to 280 per pound,
while N Michigan grades are nomioal at 26 to
270. Dolaine flesces are in amall supply, bat
for the lots availablo the demand is very duil.
Ohio delaines have been offered at 3te, with 3o
bid, while Michigan grades are tominal at 2vc.
Medium fleeces ave iu 8 1a 1 supply, but dull at
350 for No. 1 Ohio combing and 34¢ for Michi-
gan, with No. 1clothing at 31 to 33> per pound
for Michigsn and Ohio. Uawashed teecos
havo sold up faitly, but tho fat sheep’s wool
coming forward meets with alnost no atteation
at 16 to 19: for fine and 22 to 243 for medium,
The supply of quarter.blood wools has
been well reduced, but new wools com-
ing forward have sold rathber hard at
21 to 23c, and this price has to be shaded
in somo cases to effect ealos. [Lor threo-eighth.
blood wools the demand is very dull, with
prices ruling less than for the three-quarter
bloods, and stocks arc less closely roll up.
Theso wools have been a drug on the market
duriog most of tho year, and some lots have
been cloted out at 22 to 23z, although prices
are nomioa'ly quoted at 24 to 23c. - Pulled
wools have mot with a fair sale, and r-aintain
fairly steady values.

The future prospects are very dubious at
present, and now that the new,clip is
at hand decalers do not know wha% action
to take. The expectation of an extra
session of Congress in September, and that
at that session an attempt will be made to
reviso the tariff, makes castern dealers loath to
attempt aoything in the way of buying the
pnew wools on speculation, and it looks as
though they wounld handle but littls except on
commission. If the growers hold their woodl
back dealers will buy as long as manufae-
turers need supplics, but there will be no piling
up of stocks this year, as has becn the practice
ia the past. The mills will only make what
goods are needed until the ta:iff chaoge has
been definitely settled, and this will mean that
they will only buy wool to make up the goods
as they get the orders. 'I'ne uncertainty of the
future is one of the worst features of the situa-
tion, for were something definite known the
trade could soon bring itself to that level
and make their calculations accordingly.
How much dowmestic wool would decline with
“freo wool” and how much foreign wool would
advance are questions that no one can answer
until the experiment is tried, but they will mect
on s common level, let it come which way it
will. Under the present daty on foreign wools
our manufacturers are practivally unable to use
any foreign raw materiai oxcept the lighter
shriokage lots of Australian, but with *‘free
woaol” the wools of South America, Africa and
all parts of the world will be available. Lhese
Cape and South American fine wools are now
selling in the markets of uarope at low prices,
but with the markets 2f this country thrown
open the cost of such wools would probably ad-
vaace,—Bradstreet’s.

Montreal Markets

Flour—The local demaund for flour is improv-.
ing, as buyers are getting pretty low ia stocks,
and although holdera of winter wheat flour are
getting vo higher prices, thoy are firm and not
wclined to cut as formerly, Newfouondiand
buyers are asking for Oatario straight rollers
for July shipment, but are not inclined to pwy
the prices asked.  Western mi lers ave offering
to deliver staight rollers here on track at $3.45
to £3.50 both for present and July delivery.
Manitoba mills are aeking 10 to 15¢ more monoy,
but aro not gettiog it in all caies. City strong
bakers are stiady, with sales reported of choice
grades at $4.10 to $1 15, and we quote $4 to
%$4.15 as to quantity and quality. Tho sale,
however, was reported of a car load of stroag

bakersat $3 90, the quality beiog reported gaod.
Theroe is soms oxpoct business in progross for
Glaegow, Liverpool and London acsount, most
of \v;nioh Is for through ahipment from the
wast.

.Oatmeal - Westorn millers are fiem in their
viows, and are askiog $1 10 to $1.15 par bbl for
rolled and granulated deliverod horo 1n ear lots
on tenck, Second grados, howaover, can be
bought at $4 to $4.05. Ia jobbing lota we quote
prices as follows: Rolled and granulated, $4.15
to 4 23; standard $4 to 4.15. Xo bags, gran.
ulated and rolled, $2.05 to 2.10, aund staudard,
$1.95 to $2.05.

Mill feod—The market for bran is steady, at
$14.50 for car lots, and wo quote $1L.50 Lo
$156. Shorts are scarco, every one wanting
them without being able to get them, althongh
buyers would be willing to pay $17 to $18.
Monllie is quist but steady a% 819 to §21

Wheat —A 1vices from millers state that they
are paying lo1:ss for winter wheat thaa o week
ago, red and white being delivered at the mills
at 66 and G7c. At ths clote of list weex No.
2 Maaitoba hard wheat was sold at 75¢ aflaas at
Port Arthur, bat 74¢ is said to bo all that can
be had for it to-day. Ilere No. 2 hard is quoted
at 84c afloat, and a salo of No. 3 frosted is re-
ported at equel to 635¢ here.

Osts—Oats are frmer, salos having been
madoe of both white an1 mixed at 33} to 39: in
store, and at 3942 per 34 lbs afloat, soms hold-
ers now askiog 40s,

Batley—Tho sale of a lot of No. 3 extra was
made at 45¢, and Manitoba feed bavley has been
placed at 423 per bushel.  Malting barley has
sgold at 48 to 532,

Butter—The sale of a 1ot of Kamouraska i3
reported at aboat 182, and there is still some
old lots offering. New croamery meets with
good enquiry at 22 te 23¢, a few single tubs of
fancy having fotched 24¢, but 23¢ is about all
that can bo relied upon for a top average. New
Eastarn Townships also sell well at 20 to 2142,
with a fow extra quality tubs selling at 22c.
Western rolls are coming in more liberally, and
sales have been made in half bbls at 16 to 18c,
with the latter diflicult to make,

Cheese-~Although sales of Western cheese
have been made for shipment by this weck’s
steamers at 10}< for finest, white and colared,
1,260 boxes brwing sold at that figure, there
seems o be a tendency towards lower prices.
Other sales were reported at 93 to 10c, a sale
at the Iatter figuro being mide on 'Chaageat
the beginniogof the week, but the quality was
not understood to be finest. Pretty good prices
have been realized at the country markeots this
week , at Bellville sales being made at 93 to 1¢
1.16°. At Woodstock prices realized 9 6 16 to
98¢, at Picton 9} to 933, and at Napaueo 9ic.
Av Utica, N.Y., on Monday last, sales were
made at 9} to 93:, the ruling prics beiong 93¢
against 93¢ a year ago.

E zgs—Receipts contioue protty liberal, and
prices have ruoled a little on the easy side, with
sales of round lots at 11 to 114c, single cases of
choice stock bringing 12c. The market, how-
aver, is protty well cleared, owing to the large
quantities going into pickle. West of Toroato
buyers are payiag 9 to 93¢, and east of Toronto
10 to 104c.  Thera ia not much doing in the ex-
port business yet, although it will soon be about
time to send forward stock, .

Wool—Tae market is ficm, but at the ad-
vance in prices, buyers are loth to take hold,
hoping to do better by waiting. A fow sales of
Capo are reported at 144 to 153c, and as high as
164¢ has been made for s desirable lot, Scoured
wcol is stoady but not over pleatiful, and has
sold at from 29 to 39¢c as to quahity. North-
wost wool is in very small supply, tost of the
stock hell hero a week or two ago haviag been
sold for Toronto and Hamilton account at 113
to 13c. We quote: Caps, 144 to 16}; Scoured
B A. wool, 25 to 30:; Cavadian fleece, 19 to
22¢, ard Northwest woel, 12 to 13: as to
grade,

Dried Fruits—The market is very quiet,
dried apples beiog quoted at 5kc. Pecaches and
apricoty, 19 to 21c.—Trade Bulletin, May 19.



