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SSES IV THE GRAIN TRADE,)

ore are many ways by which losses aro
tuade in the grain trade, which are not taken
into account by those not famillar with all the
dotails of the business. It is tho popular thing
in Manitoba to talk about the long profils
wmado by grain shippers, This bolief is not
only among the farmers, but oveu many busi-
noss men in other Lranches seem to hold the
bulief that grain men make inordinate profits.
The grain trade, like every other bLranch of
buainess, has its profits and its losses. ‘Thore
areo acasons in which good profits are made on
the year's business, and again there are scasous
when tho losses exaeed the profits. No, itis
not all straight profit and big margins far geain
men, Tar CoMmErcrat could name scasons
during the few years since Manitoba began to
oxport, in which grain men have not held their
own, and in which the mnjority of them came
out pooror at the end of tho crop year, than
whon they started in on the drat of the ¢rop.

At tho present time it looks as thongh the
crop year of 1891 would prove another disas-
trous year for many grain shippers, though tho
balunce of the year yot to run may prove moro
satisfactory thau the first half of the year vas
done. At the outsct some shippers lost ou tho
ettraordinary advance in lake freights. Grain
did not come to markoet as early and freely as
was expected last fall, and graiu shippers who
had sold ahead, aud beeame alarmed about
filling their contracts before the close of naviga-
tion, began to pay loag prices in order to draw
out the wheat. Then when they got loaded vp
and began to shig, lako freights went up with
& bound, from 2§ to 3 cents up to 7, 8and 9
and evon 12 ceats per bushel frum Fort William
to Buffalo. This rapid and altogether abnor-
mal advaunce in freights, was of course a serious
matter for those who had bought to ship op a
rate of from 3 to 5 cepts,

The next thing to bring trouble upon the
trade, was the ratiway blockade. This again
meant ecrious loss to grain snippers.  Wo have
heard it stated that scme have lost heavily on
account of the congested railway situation cas*,
iudividual josses ravging up in the thousauds,
Ay present there is uny quantity of wheat, bar-
ley and oa1s beld by Mauitoba shippers, which
could uot be sold in car lots on track at the
price paid the growers for the stuff, much less
pay for the cost af buying and placing on track.

FARMERS BOYING MORE LAND,

Collections may be slow, viewed fiom the
cominercial standpoint, but Manitoba farmers
seem to have plenty of money nevertheless,
The sales of school lunds held recently at
different points throughout the province have
proved en urqualified success for the govera-
ment. It is understood that over 50,000 acres
were disposed of at theee sales, realizing well
up to half a million dollars, the average prico
paid for the land being about 88 per acre. Ia
all cases tho lands were sold to actual settlers,
“Though the lands were sold at public auction,
it is stated that not an acre was purchased by
others than farmers. This meaus that the
farmers outbid speculators or others who may
have had inteotions of purchasing. In one
respect, this showing is gratifying. It is
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pleasant to know that the farmers,who are
‘the actual ueors of the laud, place a higher
" value upou it than specufators. Theso farm.
ers have. cultivated tho soil of Manitoba in
past years and thoy know its capabilities. It
‘ algo is pleasing to know that Manitoba farmn.
“ers aro contented with their surroundings, as
shown by tho result uf ‘these sales. Theso
farners, who already have largo holdings,
would not be so anxious to increnss theirlands
if thoy wero not fully satisficd with the country,
It is also pleasiog to -note that our farm-
ors arc in such a prosperous condition that
they can outbid speculators and buy such &
large quantity of land for cash, for the lands
wore sold on a cash basis,

There is another way of looking at these
lund sales, howevdr, which is not so pleasant.
Mercantilo collections aro not as prompt as
thoy should be. Country merchants cumplain
that on account of tha large numnber of farmers
who have aot aold their grain yet, they aro
unable to collect in thoir accounts. Ve
_wonder how many of these farmers, who
bought lands at the recent government sales,
ure among thoso who cannot pay their store
bills! We have heard of one who paid over
81,000 cash for lands bought atono of these
sales, and yet this same man has not paid his
lust year's storo bill yot, because he ‘‘has not
sold his crop.” o have frequently heard of
cases of farmers who could not pay their storo
bills, but who had monoy to buy uew farms.
Of courss theso are exceptions. We do not
“beliove that thero are a very large number of
farmers of thia class in Manitoba, It does
scem, however, that when our haudful of
farmers counld pay out such a large sem in
cash, for lauds, that they ought to be able to
pay up their etove bills more ypromptly.
Reduced to an average, the amouut paid ia
cath at theso land sales, by farmers only,
equalled about §25 for every farmer in Mani-
toba. The scacdalous credit system which
obtains in Manitoba i3 at the bottom of most of
the trovble about slow collectione, apd if
farmors are slow pay and iavest their money
in other ways, instead of paying their store
accononts, it is Dbecause they bave been
educated so to do by the way business is done
in this country.

TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES.

The Canadian ministers who went to Wash-
ington to talk over improved trade relationship
with Unecle Sam, have returned, but so far no
official statements have come from either
Washington or Ottawa, as to the result of the
mission. Iuthe meantime, the published re.
ports that our ministers were not received vory
cordially at Washington, aud that-the mission
proved a failure, mast be discredited, for the
reason that they are not in accordanca with the
facts, They remained in Washington a week,
ond had a meeting daily with United States
officials, lasting two hours cach session. This
shows that tho question must have been fully
discussed, nowspaper reports to the contrary
notwithstanding., The Canadiah miniaters did
not go with the idea of arranging atrade
treaty, The idea was simply to have an fa-
formoal discussion. Evidently all that was in.

tonded was tully accomplished. What the ro-

sult may bo, howevor, tho futuro will show
Newspapor roports of the failuroof the mission,
and cool treatmont of our ministers, may he
set down &8 having emanated from their political
opponents, whose wish is father to the
thought.
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A Oomplaint From the East.

Titr CoMmikciat of February, 8th, centain
ed the fullowing letter from vamea Hall & o,
of the Oatarioc Qlove \Vorks, Brockville,
* Haviny noticed that you guve publicity to
tho follcwing paragraph in your last issue, vz
¢ Thos. Clearihue, well known to the weat gy
traveller for tho Oatario Glove Works, of
Brockville, Ootario, is éstablishioga noew muun.
factery in gloves, mitts, moccasins, etc., at
Brockvilles' - As this in misteading, and is not

. true, anod may have an iniurious effect on nur

business in Manitoba aad the Northwest, we
ask you to give this donfal & placo in your nexs
issue  Mr. Clearilwuo is not estallishing & uew
manufactory in Brockville, the Ountario Glove

. Works being the ouly factory of any note be.

tween Montreal and loronto.”

Mr Clearihuo now writes as follows, in reply
to the above; *‘In looking aover your issue of
the $th jneé., I was much surprised to tinda
letter from James Hall & Co., of the Oatario
Olovo Worke, Brockville. Now, Mr. Edlitor,
it you refer to my-atdvertisement in your paper,
you will note, that I am not eatering tho com-
mercial avena as o maonufactuver but as a
‘wholesale dealer,” and the following item
published fa your issue of January 25th, 11z
¢ Thos. Clearihue, well known in the west as
travoller for the Outario Glove Works, of
Brockville, Oatario, is estublishing a uew
manufactory in gloves, mitts, moceasins, ete,,
at Brockville,” is not in accordanco with the
facts, It was published by you without my
koowledge, and I am in no way responsihic for
it. You will thus see that by publishing James
Hall & Co.’s letter, ivithout first exone:aring
me, you have unwittingly doue mo an injustice,
on account of which Jas. Hall & Co., seem to
fear that their interests in Manitoba and the
West may suffer I may mention that T was
in the employ of James Hall & Co. ior over
twenty-one years, and now in starting buuiness
on my own account, I have no desire to 1rjure
my late employers, and regret exceedingly that
your publishing the item should have caused
them uneasiness,

Tuos. CLEARIHUY

Brockville, Feb. 12.

Notz 8Y Epiror—The oigrinalitem,which led
to the lettor from James Hall & Co.,and nuw to
the reply from Mr, Clearihue.was simply couted
from an eastora exchinge. THE CodERCIAL,
therefore, did not origivate the report which
has led to & misunderatandiog between our
correspondents,

North Dakota's Crops,

Official estimates of the commissioner of az-
ricutture gives the following tgures as the
total crop of North Dakota for 1891 :

Average yield

Acreage,  bu-hels, Crop tus
Wheat . .oodvecreness 2,885,02 2258  C4,713 3
Qati... X 420 22¢ 4258 17875568
Barlcy 143,468 38.70 5,2 0,188
Flax .. 104,613 1164 1,251,018
RYe .... 11,803 26.05 £63,303
POLALOCS cevscnee. be. 19,808 17801 3.494 ot
COra «ove svecenes eees 85833 24.25 56,603

Six Red River counties, Grand Forks,\Walsh,
Pembina, Traill, Cass and Richland, produced
58% per cent of the wheat crop of the entire
statoe, )

The ceta’e aud plant 6f the Best Sugar com:
pany, of the province of Quebec, will be sold
by the sheriff Fobruary 20th. Over 323,000
have been spent by the company and the pro-
perty is oxpected to realize but a fraction of
this amount. Beet root sugar manufacturing is
spparently a failure in Quebeo.




