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BIOGRAPHIY.
-‘*-ﬁ
The Progress of Genius

RO6M OBSCURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO EMI-
MENCE AND CELEBRITY,

Genius is that gift of God which learning cannot
confer, which no disadeantages of burth or educa-
tion can wholly obscure.’

URSUS, (NICOLAS-RAYMANUS)

The famous Dagish Mathematicien, was in
_ south a Swine herd, and did not learn to
eac till he was eighteen; but his progress
terwards was very rapid both in the languages
_d sciences.

From Strasburgh, where he taught mathema.
-y he was invited to the professorship at
rague, and he is said to havo invented an as-
onomical system so like that of T'vcuo Braue,

to bring lum into a dispute with that astrone-
~r respecting the right of discovery.

NATURAL HISTORY.
THE GNOO.

Among the inleicsting varictics of animals in
outh Africa, the finco holds a distinguished
lace. Itis so different in its form from other
-asts, that some pereons have doubted the
ality ofits existen~e; and a few years ago, a
-ntleman of high rark and judgment gave it as
s opinicen, that the figure of the gnoo, mstead of
-ing & portrait drawn from nature, was a erea-
1e entirely of the artist’s imagination. No
-uhts can, hawever, now be entertamed on the
Tject, as ohe of theso animals was for some
e in-the menageric of the Prince of Orange
-the Hague. The following account of its his-
-ty und habiis is eviracted from Mr. Barrow’s

‘our in Southern Afvica.

The gaoo, or wild beast, so called by the
-oteh, istho swiftest heast that ranges the plains
wAfrica; so swilt indecd, that a traveller has
at'al'w.ayun apportunity of getting it into his
sssession.  Natore, though regular and syste-
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matic in all her works, cften puzzles and per-
plexes human systems, of which this ammal af-
fords an instance.  In the shape of s body it
evidently ﬁarlukcs of the horse, the ox, the stag,
and the antelopo: the shoulder, body, thighs, and

manc are equinc; the head completely bovine;| yilag from Jeresarey, in a fiae country, blest
the tail partly one and partly the other, exactly: .1 4 salubrious’ uir, und abundant’ fertility.
hice that of the quacha; the legs, rom the knee- o water is couveyed in a l0\v1l§qucducl which
jomnts downiwards, aud the feet, are slender and. formerly passed ta Jerusalem  The poxs sig-
elogant, hl\c‘thosu of the stag; and 1t has the ¢ qusis a charming spring, yielding a constant
subocular sinus. which 13 common to most, supply of watar to three lurge cisterns, one of
though not to all, of the antelope tribe. fuhich is still in good preservation. At a small
Its head is about eighteen inches long; the distance frum these, n beautiful rivulet called the
upper part completely guarded by the rugged nrricie SoroMoxis laves the herbage of the
roots ofthe horns that spread across the fore-'valley, and fertilizes several fine gardeas, while
head, leaving only o narrow chiannel between the circumjacent soil 1s richly clathcd with an
them, that wears out with age, as in the instance ' elegant assemblage of fig-trees, vines and olives.
of the buffalo; the horns project forwards twelve] Bethlehem reeeived its name, which sigmfies
inches, then turn 1 a short curve backwards tenlihe Jlouse of Bread, frem Abrabam; and it was
inches; from the root to the puint is only nmelsurnamed Ep”rala, the Fruitful, aligr Caleb’s
inches; down the middle of the face grows n!wlfe, to distinguish it from aother [{clhlehcm,
ridge of black hair four inches in lengih; andlin the tribe of Zebulon. It belonged to the
from the underlip to the throat another ridgejtrnibe of Judah; and also went by the name of
somewhat longer: the orbit of the eye is round, {the City of David, that monarch having theve
and surrounded by long white hairs that, hke so been born, and tended sheep wr s childhoud.
maay radii, diverge, and form a kind cfstar: this, Abijan, the seventh jude of 1sracl, Elimelech,
radiated eye givesto the eanimal a fierce and;Obed, Jesse, and Bonz, were, hike David, na-
very uncommon look. The same soit of white tives of Bethlehem, and here must be placed
vibrisse are thinly dispersed cver the lips: the!the scene of the adnirable eclague of Ruth.
neck is little more than a foot long: on the up-.St Matthiasthe apostle, also received hife 1a the
per part is a mane extending bevond the should- vilinge of Betldehem.
ors, erect, and five inches in length; the hair] The convent s connected with the church by
Iike brsties, black in the middle and white onla court inclosed with lofty walle. This crurt
cach side; this mane appears as if it had beenileads by a small side-door into the church. Tho
cut and timmed with nice altention; the body !edifice is certainly of high antiquity, end,theugh
is about three fect two inches long; the joints'often repaired, it still retzins mashs of sts Gre-
of the hip-bones project high. and form cn the|cian origin. On th:- pavement at the foot aof
hgunches a pair of hemispheres: the tail is twollhc altar you observe a murble star, which cor-
{fect long, fat near the root, whera the hair only [responds, as tradition asserts, with the pomnt of
grows cut of the sides; this is white, bristly, and *lhc heavens where the miraculous star that con-
bushy: the whole length from the point of the [ducted the three kings heeame stationary. The
nose to the end or'the tail, seven feet ten inches, | Greeks occupy ibe choir of the Magi, as well
and the height three feet six inches; the color is{as the two other naves farmed by the transform
that of a mouse, with a few {erruginos straggling jofthe cross.  Th se last are empty, and with-
hairs on the sides: hke the mare, it hasonly two|ou: aliars. Two spiral staircases, each (om-
teats; and all its habits and ils motions "are|pered of fiftcen steps, open on the sides of the
cquine; though a small ammal; it appears of aloute. church, and coenduct to the subterrancous
very considerable size when prancing over thejchurch siuuated bencath this chair. At the
plains. The Gnao might be cousidercd anjfarther extremity of thie erypt, on the cast side,
cmblem of ireedom, with the means ol supaort-lis the spot where truditen repoits the Virgin
ing it.  Strength, swiftness, weapons of defence {to have brought forth the Redeemer of Markind.
a nice nose, and a quick sight, it emmentiv pos | Tlns spot is miked ty a white muible, incrust-
sesses.  Wien thc%mppcu to be disturbed, the[ed with jasper, and surrounded by a circle of
whole herd begin to draw together, and to butt{silver, baving tnys resembling those with which
cach other with their horns, to bounc aud playlthe sun is represented.  Aroupd it are inscrib-
their various gambols; after which they gallop|ed these waids:
off to a distance. Theit motiong are extremely 1IC DE VIRGINE M2RIA
frce, varied, and clegant. Though fierce and JESTS CHRISTUS NATUS FST.
viclous, as it certainly is in its wild state, yet it{ At the distance of seven paces tewards the
probably might not be very difficult of domesti- south after ycu have passed the foot of one of
cation. No successful attempts, however, have  the staircases leading to the upper chureh, you
yet been made to tame it. - Vhe flesh is so hike|findthe Manger. You go down tant by two
that of an ox, both in appearance and taste, ihat|steps, for it 13 not upon a level with the rest of
it is not to be distinguished from it. the erypt. It is & low recess, hewn out of the
; . tack. A block of white muible, raiscd about &
Menihly Repository. lfool above tho floor, and holiowed in the form' of
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HOLY LAND—-BETHLEHEM.
Bethlehem is situated at the distance of six
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