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died, Charles De la Tour meditated striking a blow for 
French supremacy. In this he was perpetually foiled, his 
father was captured by Admiral Kirke and taken to England, 
where he was caressed and cajoled, married a Court lady, 
and was created a Baronet of Nova Scotia. As Sir Claude 
he went out to New Scotland to endeavour to seduce his 
son Charles from his allegiance, but in vain. New Scotland, 
as a British settlement, was doomed. In 1632 the blow 
fell. By the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye, Nova Scotia 
and Canada were ceded back to France by Charles I., who 
by this act of treachery achieved what French force had 
hitherto failed to accomplish. Nevertheless, the King 
wrote a letter to the Privy Council, in which he says : 
“ lest any mistaking should ensure thereupon, we have 
thought it good to declare unto you that it (the Treaty) 
is in no ways for quitting the title right or possession of 
New Scotland or of any part thereof.” But this, in view 
of the actual terms of the Treaty, and of its consequences, 
was empty language. The settlers of New Scotland dis­
persed or mingled with the French, and the first attempt 
to establish a New Scotland ended in failure.

I have dwelt somewhat fully upon this project—the 
beginnings of New Scotland—because it is one almost 
invariably slurred over by historians, and about which much 
ignorance exists. I shall have occasion in later pages to 
speak of the essentially Scottish character of New Scotland, 
and it is as well to recall its early planting by the Alexanders, 
the Frasers, the Gordons, and the MacNeills.

Of the subsequent history of Nova Scotia I can here 
touch upon only briefly. England’s next ruler, Oliver


