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could probably show that most of the wars 
and afflictions that have come on the world 
are due to attempts made by incompetent 
people to be their brothers’ keepers. They 
start great wars to stop little ones, cause great 
evils by trying to remedy little ones, and other­
wise make nuisances of themselves to the 
limit of their power. Why don’t these people 
take to writing books instead of trying to set 
things right? Writing the books would free 
their surcharged spirits, and the world could 
go its way without bothering to read what 
they wrote. The more I think of it the more 
convinced I am that the writing of books 
would cure a lot of our evils — chiefly be­
cause it would help to rid the people who 
wrote the books of their feeling of responsibil­
ity for other people and their affairs. The fact 
that they had set down their views in fair 
type would ease their consciences and enable 
them to go about the ordinary little matters of 
their own lives in a care-free way. The book 
cure for our personal and collective troubles is


