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time that the If»aelite» dwelt in Egypt^ The pliMse of

hie abode wat in the land of Hus, a part ofEdom, or

bordering upon it. He was rich in worldly substance,

but still more so in grace and virtue, having this char-

acter from the Spirit of Grod ; that he was a simple^

sincert^, innocent, and uptightman fearing God, and
departingfrom all evil. God was pleased, for his

trial, to permit Satan to strip him of all his substance

at once, to cause all his flocks and herds to be driven

away or destroyed ; and to raise a storm, which blew
down the house, and killed all his children whilist

they were at dinner. Messenger after messenger

brought to Job the news of all tibiese disasters, who,
upon hearing ofthem, fell down upon the ground, and
w&rshipped God, andsaid, J^Taked came I out ofmy
mother's ivomb, and naked shall I return to my mo-
ther earth : the Lord gave, and the Lord haih takxn

away ; and as it hath pleased the Lord, so it is done:

blessed be the name of the Lord. For Job's farther

trial, Satan was aflewards permittted to strike him
with a giievous ulcer, from the sole of his foot even to

the top of his head, accompanied by a dreadful com-
plication of diseases and pains, all which he bore with

an admirable patience, saying. If we have rjeceived

good things at the hand of God, why should we not

receive evil? His three friends, hearing of all the

evil that had befallen him, came to visit him ; but in-

stead of comforting, only afflicted him the more^ im-

puting all his sufferings to the crimes they falsely laid

to his charge, and pretending, that God never affiiets

the innocent, Job on his part maintained his own in-

nocence as to all those pretended crimes, and appeal-

ed to the judgment of God. The Lord was pleased

at length to pass sentence in his favour^ by a voice

from above ; and to order his three friends to take


