
INTRODUCTION.
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thought impradicablc for European armies to move. They did not tamely

vait for the moment of exertion in the prccifc line of their duty, but boldly

fought out danger and death ; and no fooner was one officer loft on any

hazardous fcrvicc than many competitors appeared to fuccecd in the port of

honor. It was this fpirit w hich, among uncommon difficulties, fo frequently

triumphed over numbers ofbrave, fliilful, and cnterpri/ing opponents. The

Britilh foldicr who thought himfclf fupcrior, aiflually became fo j arwl the

afcendcncy which he claimed was in many inftanccs importantly admitted

by his antagonifts. Nor was this fpirit, the refult of principle, confined to

the operations of the field : it was flicwn in the hour of civil pcrfccution and

rigorous imprifonment ; in iituatiuns where coolnefs fupplics the place of

adlivity, and thought precedes execution. General Gage in a celebrated

letter to Wafliington at the commencement of the war, had faid, " that fuch

" trials would be met with the fortitude of martyrs j" and the behaviour of

the Loyalifts amply confirmed his prophcfy.

The Britilh Generals were commonly obliged to hazard their armies

without any poffibility of retreat in cafeof mifadventure : they truftcd to the

fpirit and difcipline oftheir troops ; and the decilion, with which they rifkcd

themfelvcs, forms the moft ftriking and Angular feature of the American

war. Nor was this only done when the armies were in their full force ; by

Sir William Howe in his campaigns, particularly in the glorious battle of the

Brandywine J by Sir Henry Clinton in his celebrated march through the

Jerfies ; by Earl Comwallis in a latter period at Guildford, when the war

was transferred to the Carolina's ; and eminently by Lord Rawdon, who was

*' Left to bide the difadvantage ofa field

" Where nothing but the found of Britain's name
" Did fcem defenfible ;"—but the fame fpirit was infufcd into the

itnalleft operations ; and the light troops in their enterprises, confident in

the fuperiority of their compofition, fcarcely admitted the idea of retreat, or

calculated againft the contingency ofa repulfe. An account of the Queen's

Rangers*


