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bcfn > ravourile Iknil of eniigralton for tlie

^rltlih populMlon : but in extraordinary
im|M'luilia4b«!t>n|{lvi-n toeintKratloii tliltlier

by the recent dlicovery of the viild betia,

which inu«l sreally liiltiience the iiiiure cha-
racter of Aumraliaii iiutiitlry and the local

(lliiribuiloii o( ItH Inhabitant*. We tubjoln a
brief account of thin lutereatlng dMbovery.
On the and of May, I8il, the rlllieni uf

Sydney were iiartlcd with the announcement
that gold had been diacovercd in a native

late within the Colonial Territory. Mr.
Hargreaven, a renident of Brlnhane Waier,
who hid recently returned from Calirornla,

•truck with the Minllarlty of the geological
formation, felt persiiiKled that tTiere mukt
be gold III levcral dJHtrict* of the colony,
and on limlUuting a scarcli lil»cX|iec(atioiiii

were realised. The locality in which llic

flrst dlwovery of gold wa« made by Mr.
Hargreavet, wa« In the iiri|;lihourh»od of

Summerhill Creek, thirty miles from Ba-
thurtt, (or about MO troni Sydney). A
iipot on the bank* of Suninierhill Creek
noon acquired, and hai retained, the attrac-

tive name of Opliir. Uut tlie Uphir dig-

glnis were ihortly iur)ia»aed in amount of

Sroduce by Ihoiie of 1 nron, a river wliicli

ows Into the rljcht bank of Ihe Macquarle,
Meroo Creek, further northward, anotlier

of the tilea of aurlfernua wealth, belonv*
to the basin of the lanie river, the whole
valley of which, from the neighbourhood
of Balhurat downward*, appear* to poweu
on either hand abundaul auppllet of the
glittering treaiure.

1'lie diniwoveriei to which we have been
referring, a* welt as other* that shortly

enaued, were made in iocaliliea within Ihe
limit* of the New South Wale* territory.

But it wa* «oon aicertained that the aurl-
feroiu deposit* of the Auitrallan *oll were
not limited to that colony. Gold llrld*

that surpassed thoseof New bouih Wales In

richness of yield, were found to 'exist In

the neighbouring provinces of Victoria,
and til places more accessible from the
niarilime districts. Early in the month of
September, gold was found at a place
called Ballaral, fortv miles distant from
Geeloiig (on Port Philip), and within a
few days after at Mount Alexander, seventy
wiles distant from Melbourne. The latter

locality has proved by far the ricliest of the
Australian gold Aelds hitherto worked, and
has attracted by much the greater number
of diggers. The workings at Ballaral and
Mount Alexander, rapidly proved so suc-
cessful, as completely to throw into shade
the diggings that had been already com-
menced at Anderson's Creek, and other
places nearer to Melbourne. Within a
year from the date of that announcement,
gold to a value exceeding four millions
sterling had been shipiH-d to England,
from the Australian colonies ; and upward*
of thirty thousand digger* were eagerly
employed in the search after the precious
metal in a single locality of the 'v'Jcly ex-
tended gold fields belonging to these por-
tion* of the soiilhcrii hemisphere.

It is impossible lo predict what conse-
3uences may result from this important
iscovery ; but a glance at wliat bus been

done during Ihe last twenty years may serve

to indicate the future progress of the coun-

try. Within this short period lh« map of New
Holland ha* crtduailv been Ulled up: lh«
ba)* and headlands of the sca-boarJ have
been siict'e4slvely settled j river after river
ha* received eiiterpritliig cullivalors on it*
banks; »(eani tiavi^atlnn lias uuited Ihe
bri*tling points of louo mllesof ci>»kl. whilst
an average of auo mile* along that coast
has been subdued to pasturage or Ihe
plough. The oiarU of trade have been
supplied with wool, tallow, hnriis, hidei,
ornamental and hard wooils, IrcnaiU and
co|ii>er; so that Eiixland, the emporium of
trade, is both cloilied, adorned, and forll-
lied with Ihe produce of this anllp<Mlcan
and once despised territory. The ebb of
Iraiisporialioti has sunk beneath Ihe rUIng
tide of emigration ; large cities have been
founded ; numerous province* have been
occupied by freemen, and civil and re-
ligious liberty have secured another home.

NEW ZEALAND.
New ZiALAND, a group of island* in the

South Pacific Ocean, was discovered liy

Tasnian In 1642. He traver<i«d the eastern
coaxt, from latitude 34 to 43 south, and
entered a strait ; but being attacked by the
natives soon after he came to anchor, in
the place to which he gave the name of
Murderer's Bay, he did not go on shore.
lie called the country Slaleii Land, in
honour of the stales general ; though it

has been generally distinguished, in niaiw
and charts, by the name of New Zealand.

In 1770, it was cirruninavi|( .lied by Captain
Cook, who found it to cmisiKt of two large
islands, the coast of which was indented with
deep bays, alTording excellent shelter for
shipping. From that period the coatis were
occasionally visited by whalers, and some
comnMinicatiou was held with tlie natives:
but until IHIS, when a missionary station
was established there, no (lermanent settle-
meiit appears to liave been made by any
people. At the general peace the right of
Great Britain to these islands was recog-
nist'd ; but no constituted authority was
placed over New Zealand till 1833. when a
•ub-gnvernor from New South Wales was
sent lo reside here. Meantime tlie shores
liad iiecome infested by marauding traders
and adventurers of the worst class, who
attempted to obtain from the natives large
tracts of land by most fraudulent means.
In order to remedy this evil as far a* pos-
sible, and to put a stop to such piactices

in future, New Zealand was. In 18'to, consti-

tuted a colony dependent on New South
Wales, and a governor appointed : a com-
mission was also appointed to inquire into

the validity of all claims to land, See.

The higliest liojies were enlertaliicd re-

S|>ecting the issues of this adventure, and
tlie New Zealand Company eiiloyed a large

share of the public favour. It undertook
to transplant English society in ail its ranii-

flcatioiis lo the further side of the globe

;

and sent out in the same expedition, judges,
a bishop, clergy, persons who by purchase
had become landed proprietors, artiaans,

peasants, medlca^ men, and printers. But
eitlier because due precautions were not

taken in the selection of colonists, or that

AUSTRALIA BEYOND THB TROPICS IS HIGHLY PAVOURABLK TO HEALTH.


