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fired in hoflility (hould kindle all Europe into a war.

This evidently (hews the defigns of the French; how
early and how deeply they were laid. Yet however
tender the affairs of Germany might be to his majefty,

,, he oil this occaiion gave a noble proof that they were

but fecondary objedls in his confideration ; for now that

the interefts of England and Hanover were to be fepa-

rated ; when a war that was in a great meafure abfolute-

ly besun, in which Hanover had nothing to do> yet

muft lufFer much, witholit any hope of advantage.; he

did not even hefitate a mon^t in expofing his German
' dominions, rather than make the fmallefl abatement

from the immenfity of the Englifli rights in America.

Admiral Bofcawen was ordered to commit hoftilities.

The encroachments of the French had rendered reprifals
* both juft and neccflary.

His majefty having formed a defign of vifiting his

^ German dominions this year, fet out accordingly from
' St. James*s on the 2Sth of April ; he embarked at Har-

wich, and landed fafe at Helvoetfluys in his way to Ha-
' nover. Before his majefty departed, he appointed al

regency, who were as follows ; his royal highnefs the
' duke of Cumberland ; Thomas lord archbifhop.of Can-
terbury ; Philip earl Hardwicke, lord chancellor

; John
earl of Granville, preiident of the council; Charles duke

of Marlborough, lord privy feal ; Tohii duke of Rut-

land, (leward of the houfliold ; Charles duke ofGraftonJ
lord chamberlain ; Archibald duke of Argyle ; duke of

IJewcaftle, firft commiflioner of the treafury ; duke of

Dorfet, mafter of the horfe ; earl of Holdernefle, one of

the fecretaries af ftate ; earl of Rochfort, groom of the'

ftole; marqis of Hartington, lord lieutenant of Ireland;!

lord Anfon, firft commiffioner of the admiralty ; fir Tho-!

mas Robinfon, fecretary of ftate; Henry Fox, efq; fe-j

cretary of war. The only a<ft of importance they didj

"was the ordering the duke de Mirepoix to depart the

kingdom in 24 hours ; which he did, and (et out for

France on the 24th of July at 4 o'clock in theniorning»

for fear of being infulted by the mobb.
During his majefty 's abfence, his fubje^s at home

were full of fears left the French fhould interrupt him in

V^sjoufney; or prevent his return ; and they were the
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