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ON SNOW-SHOKS Tf) THE HAKHKN GKorNDS.

no one. except liicldess travel h-rs, at Kd-

inontnii cares a rap about inlerinitlent

electric? iiji'lits, or raih'oads that ruti pas-

sengers on a I'reitrlit schfdule, so lo.ig as

tli«'y do nnl alVccI liic fur li-adtv Fur was
oi'iginally liie riiiHoti d'etre (>( Kdnionton's

e.sisteiM'c. and continues tlie principal ex-

cuse ol :1s being. In the last thrcf years

tlie settlement of a strip of land soulli

and of one to tlit* north has created a

farming or ranching contingi-nt. i)ut to

date of my visit canned goods appeared

to remain iln> chief artich- of sustenance,

as furs were ct-rtainly the iiiain topic of

conve, .sation. Kdm(»nto:i may in time

«ln-elop the oasis upon which it is built,

i)etween the arid plains immediale'y to

tlie .south ;ind the n'-eat lone

land to the north, into some-

thing notal)ly agricultural;

but for many years the

town will l)e, as it is today,

the gateway of the well-

nigh boundless fur-producing

country to the north, and
the outlet for tli*' number-
less "l)acks" gathered by

the great Hudson 15ay C'om-

l)any.

And what a company is

this I— witli the power of a

king and ibti consideration

of a partner. A monopoly
that does not monopolize, it

stands alone a unique (igure
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in the commercial history of

the world. (Jiveii itschai'ter

by the impecunious Charles
II. in 1(570. the pioneers of

this "(Jovernor and Com-
pany of Adventurers of Eng-
land Trading into Hudson's
Bay "sailed for the soulhci-n

shores of St. .lames Bay.
where they set up their lirst

post and took ))ossession of

the new country in the name;

of Prince Rupert. 1 lere they
found a rival French com-

l)any, with a ])revious char-

ter granted by Louis XIII.,

and an equally keen .sense

of Indian barter, .so that for

many years there was more lighting than
trading. When Wolfe, on the Heights
of Abi-aham. crushed the power of France
in C*ana(la, the French company entered
upon a decline that linally ended in dis-

solution. But in their stead came numbers
of Fnglislimen. i)ushing their way west-

ward, eager to trade for the furs of which
they had heard so much and seen so little.

Thus many trading- posts came into being,

and eventually ("about 1780) combined to

form the Northwest Fur Company, the

longest-lived and most determined rival

that ever disputed trade with the Hudson
Bay Company. It is not my i)urpose to

fill space with liistorical research, but a


