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formation acquired, grand aud peace ui con-
querors of the Mississippi, noble Marquette
and nobl« .loli^t.

S'uce the discovery of Marquette's remains
at Fointe Saint Ignace steps have been taken
to rear a monument there to show the spot
whence the expedition started, the spot to
which the missionary explorer, dying like a
brave soldier, doing duty to his latest breath,
was borne from his temporary tomb.
This society may well rear a modest monu-

ment at Indian Point—Point Joliet, let us call
it—to ma k the termination of this adventur-
ous voyage, and record that there, July 17,

1673, Marquette aad Joliet considered their
task accomplished in solving the great ques-
tion. One tace of the monument may also
record that not far from that spot long lay, in an
unknown grave, the remains of Pierre Ligueste
Laclede, tne founder of St. Louis.
To-day Hissouri recognizes fully the title of

Joliet and Marquette as the first explorei s, as
Wisconsin has already done. Clear as the evi-

dence was, the followers of La Salle in the
seventeenth centur.) disputed their claim. In
our day the Normans, Margry and Gravier,
renew the controversy, raismg a host of sha-
dowy claims which vanish wnen you try to
grasp tliem, each more unsubstantial than the
last. They have only led to searches which
brought to ligtit maps and documents substan-
tiating by a chain of testimony the claim of
the two whom we honor.
Launching their canoes amid the farewells

of their Arkansas friends, they began to stem
the current of the river. They had de. tended
the Mississippi for more than a thousand miles,
borne onward by its current ; now, in the
midst of the heats of July, they were to toil

painfully up. We have few details of this te-

dious passage, this long struggle of mcH weak-
ened by the heats and conflinemeut in a canoe

;

days passed in the same monotonous way. The
shore offered no refuge in its swampy margin ;

no haven appeared where they could refresh
and recruit till reaching the mouth of the Illi-

nois River. Here they entered a gentler
stri^am with inviting banks, a perfect paradise
in their eyes.
At old Kaskaskia, on the upper waters of the

Illinois, Marquette rested to inaugurate a mis-
sion ; and, guided thence to Lake Michigan,


