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feated enemy, for the sanguinary and unavailing purpose: Or,
in fitte, ¥ome suffering individual, remembering the slaughter of
his brethren at'the river Ruidin, and éxasperated by the specta-
cle of a human scalp, suspended in the legislative chamber, over
“ the seat of the speaker, may, o the paroxysm of his vengeance,
have applied, unauthorized and unseen, the torch of vengeance
and destruction,

Many other flagrant instances of British violence, pillage, and
conflagration, in defiance of the laws of civilized hostilities,
might be added to the catalogue which has been exhibited ; but
the ennmeration would be superfludus, and it is time to ‘close so
painful an exposition of the causes and character of the war.

Thé exposition had become necessary to repel and refute the
charges of the prince regent, when, by his declnrntign o!:.,;la-
nuary, 1813, he unjustly states the United States Tt e ag-
gressors in the war; and insultingly ascribes the 09'«; ct'éf the
Americun government, to the influence of French cotacils, /It
was also necessary to vindicate the course of the United States,
in the prosecution of the war; and to expose to the view of the
world, the barbarous system of hostilities which the British go-
vernment has pursued, Having accomplished these purposes,
the American government recurs, with pleasare, to a contempla-
tion of its early and continued efforts, for the restoration of
peace. Notwithstanding the pressure of the recent wrongs, and

the unfriendly and illﬁi\kml) disposition which Great Britain has

at all times manifested towards them, the Upited Stutes have
uever indulged sentiments incompatible with the reciprocity of
good will, and aniotercourse of mutual benefit and advantage.
They can never repine at seeing the British nation great, prosper-
ous, and happy ; safe in its maritime rights, and powerful in
its means of maintaining them ; but, at the same time, they can
never cease to desire that the councils of Great Britain should
be guided by justice and a. respect for the equal rights of other
nations.—Her maritime power may extend to all the legitimate
objects of her sovereignty and her commerce, without endanger«
ing the independence and peace of every other government. A




