
the United States. In our iliscuasiona about
<.haui,'C!a in the trade relations of the country,
too much in»portanoc cannot b*^ attached to
the fact tliat duriutr the twelve ycara of the
continuance of the treaty of 1854 inter-

provincial trade went swiftly "to the dogs.''

From the trade retu Ills of 1861^ and U,l.)

we can ascertain the inierprovincial exchange
that took jjla'je after tlie t'.eaty of 18.51: had
had for several years a stfanfrling hand upon
it. Without ,!j;oini.' into details (for which
Thk KiMPiBfc on the piesent occaaion doi.vs not
allow nie space), I find that this tjade aver-
agetl for tiie two years, in round numliers,

i!I,900,0{M> - rcpresendi!;^ the total trade in

products of the provinces,and in imports from
other countries lenhipped. Aiakint,' allowance
for goods, tile pro. luceof the pro* incas, shipped
tiirouirh the United States, and entered in

the trade returns of the several provinces as

imi^orted or exjiortid by the United States

—

thoutrh really bclongini; to tiie trade of the
pr()vince8 wiili eiich oth'>t—the total trade
between the Maritime Provinces and tlie

(.'anadas averaged not more than two nullioa
dollars a year.

The Crnnd Trunk's Effort.

During the sunuiier of 186G— after tiie

rtpeal of the Recipr<.city Treaty by the
United States— the Grand Trunk Railway
Company, with commendable enierpii^t;.

nought to develop inierprovincial trade l>y

means of 8teamei» ;)lying between St. John
and Halifiix and Portland in connection with
their railway, havinj^ its terminus at the
latter pert.

A considerable trade rewarde.! their ener-

getic action, the trade in flour alone increas-

iuR from 80,000 barrels (the average of 18t)4

and ISOo) to 1.52,000 barrels in 18<5H.

The couiedoracy, hov ever, was formed in

18t»7 with what, after all these etl'orta, was
but a small inierprovincial trade in exis-

tence : not enough, as one laading opponent
of ttie Union said, to pay for axle grease for

the Intercolonial. Moreover that little was
largely done through a channel by no means
satisfactory, the l>ulk of it lieing done via

United States seaports under the bonding
Hvstem, which imp.ised expenses uddivig to

the cost of transport.

trade at ConfedeM»tion.

Our statistics vere then, and, for that
matter, are yet, lamentably dehcient in siicii

details as are necessary for an accurate btate-

ment of the dimensions of the interptovincial

tup.de carrieil on between the Mari-
time Provinces and the St. Law-
rence river provinces'. We know
that in 1867 a fortnightly steam service be-

tween Montreal and the gulf ports of New
lirunswick and Is ova Scotia was maintained,
the steamer, however, having a <,'ap;u'ity of

only 800 barrels. Besides i his, there were
tbo "coasters.' We have also to aid us the
transit^rade returns of the United States. I

have niiKle an analybisof tlie last named, iMid

find that in 1868 the interprovincial trade
done via the United States was equal in

value to !ii;.S..')00.000. Add to this the

value of the goodi* exch mged via the ;^ulf

steam and sail coaster^ - the goods from
Quebec (92 per cent, of which was liour)

amounting to half a million dollars, and the

return cargo to loss than §1 00,000-- ;ind tor

the first year of our confe<ierated life we
arrive at an internrovincial traile in this

direCvion equal in value to somewhat over
lour million dollars.

The trade between the North-west and the
two St. Lawrence river provinces was prac-

tically rdl.

The interprovincial traile between Ontario
and Quebec is very large, but it is iiot

brought into consideration, the two pro-

vinces, for the purposes of this investigation,

bei ig considered as one division of the Do-
minion. In the same way the interfiro-

vinoial trade between the Maritime Pro-
vinces themselves is very great, but in the

present paper those pi evinces have been
treated :»s one division.

What Has Been Done Since.

What has bcf.n done since 1867 in the way
of developing interprovincial tiade ?

1. As to the etioris made to overcome
the difhculties h) the way of interprovincial

trade.

Mouc 1876 we have had -m addition to the
channels of intercomu.anication in the inter-

colonial railway opened that year. Tlu.re have
also been during the present year additional
cliannels iu the Canadian Pacific railway,

whose cars ent<!red Halifax for the first time
early in June last, ami in the Temiscoiiata
railway, opjcning direct comnouiication be-

tween tlie St. Lawrence river ami the north-

western counties 4)f New Brunswick. We
have hail the conqdetion of the {,'anadian

Pacific wcstwanl, liidving Manitoba, the
North-wesi and l>ritisli Columbia with llie

other provinces. Desides these great arteries

we have had the National Policy. We have
had a special coMiinitree of the House of

Commons (1883) lo assist, by its suggestioiiK,

in the de\elo))meiit of interprovincial trade.

We have ha^il Montreal maue ])racticalij' a

free port through the assiim]Kioa of tire

Lake St. Peter's channel debt by the Central
Government, nnd ihrough the removal of

wharf dues on steamers and sailing vessels.

Finally, we have had toe al)ro<.'ation (188,5)

by the United States of the fisheries clauses

of thf" Washiimton treaty, the etl'ect of which
abrogatioii iuis been largely to increase the

direct business in fisli from the Maritime
Provinces wcMtward.

Tha results.

2. As to results : What have these eflorta

accomplished ?

Well, iu the first place, we may attempt-
to obtain a general view. Before coiife<tera-

tion, as all the provinces stood to each other

in tne relation of outside countries, ^he re-


