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Owing to the restricted meaning of nearly all local and geographical

terms it is ol>viou8 to the Committee that it will be difficult, if not impossible, to

secure names based on such terms, which will be generally acceptable, and the

difficulty is increased by reason of the diversity of language among the

nations.

The Committee, after much consideration, is of opinion that, as a nomen-
clature based on numbers would have the one meaning in all languages and
would be equally appropriate in both hemispheres, the twenty-four hour
meridians should be distinguished by numbers. Everything considered it

would in the opinion of the Committee be most advantageous to commence
the series of numbers at the anti-prime meridian as zero and follow the appar-

ent motion of the sun towards the west. (See explanatory note appended.)

This principle generally assented to, the Hour meridians which constitute

the substandards for universal time-reckoning would be numbered as fol-

lows ;

—

Anti-Prime Meridian 180° east and west from Prime Meridian, " Zero."

Hour Meridian 165° east longitude, numbered 1, "Unus.
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