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('ousidoring tliat tin's paper is but one of several to be read to-night on

this all iinj)ortant subject of tuberculosis, I have found it necessary in

order to comply wit'i tlic time allowance to restrict my observations to

a few of the most injportant points bearing on the disease as it affects

the domestic animals.

THE DANGERS ARISING FROM TUBERCULOSIS TN ANIMALS.

Without taking up your time in discussing Mhether the tubercle

bacilli of man and the diU'erent si)ecies of animals are or are not ident-

ical we will premise that in the organism of the susceptible food pro-

ducing animals the tubercle bacillus will live, thiivo, and exercise its

destructive operations, and will i)roduce the disease in many of tli j

lower animals which in turn become capable of transferring it to others

and to man.

Ivxperiments hav(> determined Ijeyond doid)t that next to man tho

most suscejitilile to this diseas<! are the animals most made use of for

the food supply of the human family, viz: cattle, swine and chickens.

These contract it in the natural way, but it can be produced in sheep,

dogs, cats, rabl)its, goats and horses, by inooulati i with tiibercidous

jnatcrial.

Of these food producing animals, cattle, swine, and chickens, are most

exposed to the infection and are siisceptihle in the above order.
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DANGKI! FHOM TUMKItCin.OlIS CATTI.I':.

Fortunately l)ut a small i)ercenlage of the cattle affected )y tubercu-

losis are affected in organs froni which the bacilli can readily escape so

as to become the infeciiug agents to other animals. There is a wide-

f-pread, p()|iular error on the suhject of infection by this disease, and Hio

(|uestioii is often asked:—Why is tuberculosis not much more common
than it is ? The answer is, that only a small proportion of tul)erculons

people ()!• anin>als are infective and thai all people and animals are not

equally susceptihle.

' nein« a contribution to a discussion on tlie " Prevention and Cure of Tuber-
ulosis," at the Montreal Medlco-Chirurgical Society 17th April, 1899.


