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until the Senate returned. In thai way we could better prepare
f'or the trip, sshich sse. in fact. look last weekend.

On that trip things ssent gencralIN well. 1 arn not sure that
the Liberals received ail the public support and excitieni
tha t hcy were looking for. but-

An Hon. Senator: You got a nice pielure in the paper!.

Senator Simard: -1 must say, on nîy own behaîf, ihat il
svas pleasant 10 mnccl the people in Canso. As we said last swcek
while in Canso. swc could have gone therc last November hadl
we been given the autbority to iravel ai that lime.

Therefore. in rny opinion. the Lecader of the Opposition in
the Senate owes this bouse an explanation. 1 rememiber he \vas
sitting in bis seat next to Senator Fritb wben ibis sanie
commniilment ssas mnade on tbree separate occasions. Senator
Fritb is one of tbose svbo insist that everylhing be donc
properly, anid 1 agrec ssitb him. I-le is ssary of setîing prece-
dcnts, and I too feel tbat sse sbould be careful of wbat type of
precedents sse set.

If we bad knossn in lime, perbaps otber senators would bave
liked to go to tbe Maritimes svitb tbe commiritice in order to see
nmatters lor ibemiselves.

Honourable senators. that is myv question of privilege. 1 do
nlol tbink tbis is any ssay 10 run a business.

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen (Leader of the Opposition):
flonourable senators, if 1 nias. I shahl nake a eommnent or Iwvo
on tbe question of' pris ilege in tbe absence of Senator I ritb.
However, before I do so I sani to congratulale the nmenbers of
tbe special coininîiltee ssho hav e undertaken sucb a beavy
burden of' sork during tbe reces.s The special corniitee bas
met alm-ost conîînuously in Ottawsa since January 3 and lias
just conipleîed a s'ery exba usting sseekend in Si. .in's. New-
foundland, and Canso, Nosva Scotia.

I believe ail nmembers oh tbe comimittee, including Senator
Sinmard, deserve our tbanks 'or the ssork tbev bave donc.

Somne Hon. Senators: I Iar, bear!

Senator NlacEachen: 1 base read tbe exîract 10 wh icb
Senaîor Simiard bias reierred and I believe be bas quoted
Senator F riîb accuraîcîs. Senator Fritb sîaied tbat the coin-
miltce ssould base to corne 10 tbe bouse to get permission 10

travel. Ibat particular debate look place under tbe beading.
'iineniploynment I nsurancc Act, Emipiosment and Immiiigra-
lion Departmreni and Commission Acu Second Report of
Special C onirittee Presented and Adopîed.-

I n tbe appendix of tbe Dehaît's <)Jtht' ,S'eaîe of tbat day. ai
page 1006, bonourable senalors ssIll find tbe second report in
svbicb tl says, -Your Coiiiiiiee, svbicb ssas auiborized by the
Senate ... 10 siudy and report on tbe Bill C21 ... respecifulîx
requests ibati h be eniposered bo adjourn froni place Io place
ss îîin Canada.'' That report was adaopied. as I undersian li
or uniess I base inissed somnetbing. on Decemnber 21. Ibere
rnay be an apparent inconsisienes betsseen wbat Senaîor Friîb
said and thc Senate report, but tl is pretty clear tbat the

cornilîitee asked for permission to adjourn from place to place
ssiibin Canada and ihai tbe Senate granîed tbai request.

I suppose one could argue, iechnieally. tbat wben Senator
Fritb ssas speaking tbe report bad nol been approved and ibat
îberefore îbe commrittee bad not cor-ne to the Senate for
permission. Hosvever. regardless of svbat Senator Fritb said,
tbe Senate, ibai very day, auibori7ed tbe commitîce 10 adjourn
froin place to place wiîbin Canada.

I arn aware ibat tbe point was raised in the cornmiîtee. I
believe ibai tbe chairman of tbe commilîc ruled thai the
corniiitee was funetioning legitimaîely in iraveling to St.
Jobn's and Canso and be indieated ihai be had received advice
to tbai effeci. 1 arn sure ibai Senator Friib bad no intention of
deceiving anyonc. Quite apari from whai he may bave said in
anticipation of tbe action of the Senaîe. tbe facti s that the
Senate approvedi the motion on tbe report and, in so doing,
cmipow ered tic conimiiiice to iiove fi uni place to place in
Canada.

An Hon. Senator: Tbai's preîîy weak.

Senator MacEachen: Il is pretty elear îbaî the comrnitiee
received tbe auibority frorn tbe Senate. In anN eveni, îbaî
tecbnical point becomes rclaiively unimporiant in ligbî of tbe
trernendous ssork tbe cornmiîîee did in tbe Atlantic provinces,
and to wsbîcb Senator Sirnard eonîribuîed so immensely in the
final stages wben he seemed 10 agree ibat arnendmenis t0 Bill
C21 s'ere needed. Tbaî justifies tbe travel at any time.

Senator Simard: Honourable senalors, 1 sball nol altack the
press; I ceave tbai 10 Senator Ibériauli and the I iberal
nienbers of tbe conimittee. Tbe press can wriie wbat il wanis.
If sofiioil ssanis 10 take comfori in tbe faet tbat tbe press
quoîed mie as saying ibai I rnigbî consider amendinents, I said
tie saine tbing in Ottawa lasi sseek. 1 explained by saying îhat
compassion is not always on tbe I iberal side. ibat sse Tories in
the pasi, baving lisiened to people and having verified tbe
ssorsi scenario tbrougb tbe figures or wbaiever, bave gone on
to discuss tbe mialter sviîb ministers and deparîniental officiais.
In tbe pasi ibis governmenî bas accepied cbanges, and il is in
thai spirit that I said we would continue to verify and question.
If the consequenees of ibis bill could possibly be as bad as ssas
stîggesied. we would seek support for changes.

Some Hon. Senators: Hear. hear!

Senator Simard: 1believe I ssas quoted correctly as baving
said ihat il svould be a tragedy if tbe Liberals kept up ibeir
partisanship and killed tbis bill. 1 was also quoted correcîlv as
hîasing said tbat I ssould urge tbe Liberals 10 pass ibis bill so
thiat people in Canso and in other places would nol be penal-
ized by hiavi ng to nîeeî the requirenient of 14 sseeks as opposed
10 10 sseeks. I îbink the press, generally, is doing a good job.

Hon. Orville H. Phillips: Honourable senators, I listened
witb interest to the explanation given by the Honourable
I.cader of the Opposition. I ssould suggest ibat the malter be
(lela\ed îinîil Senaior Friîb returns from Florida and can give
bis ossn explanation. A delay migbî also belp bim out witb bis
tennis elboss. svbicb I ani sure be is presently developing. I
suggest. iberefore. that this malter be delayed until he reîurns.
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