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Senator Roblin: -because 1 would flot get an answer that
would be wortb two cents, so 1 won't pay any attention to him.
1 say to my bonourable friend that the position of the govern-
ment is quite clear, and he can indulge in ail the oratory or ail
the play on words be wishes to, but it does not alter the
situation.

Senator Frith: The confusing situation.

Senator Roblin: You are the confused one.
Senator MacEachen: The Leader of the Government has

stated that the government will bring in tbis measure. Tbose
were bis words, tbat it n"will bring in this measure." He has
added to the difficulty, because yesterday the Prime Minister
said, "If we do proceed witb this measure". So the Prime
Minister bas left the door completely open for the government
not to proceed with tbe measure, and 1 would be satisfied if tbe
Leader of tbe Government in tbe Senate were to say, "nI agree
with the Prime Minister. We are now in a state of mind that
we may not proceed at ail witb tbe measure." I tbînk that
would be fair, because tbat is tbe meaning 1 read into tbe
Prime Minister's words. However, it is clear that tbe Leader of
tbe Government really does not want to say, because he does
not know, and it would be better for him to admit it, or to rely
on the words of the Prime Minîster.

1 arn not going to complain any furtber, because if 1 wanted
to produce additional evidence I would quote the Press Secre-
tary of tbe Prime Minister, who said very clearly, "We may
not proceed at ail] witb tbis measure." That is ail I have been
asking. Tbe Leader of the Government says, n"Yes, we will
proceed," and tbe Prime Minister says, "We may not
proceed."

Senator Roblin: I do not tbink tbe Press Secretary is an
authority on wbicb 1 would care to rely. Tbey are usually well
informed, but tbey do not state government policy. Tbe Prime
Minister states government policy. Tbe Prime Minister has flot
stated tbat he will not proceed witb tbis measure. He bas used
the words my bonourable friend has quoted, and 1 take my
stand on precisely tbe same words.

Senator Flynn: He does not understand.

Senator MacEachen: 1 tbank tbe Leader of the Government
for that, because he bas modified bis previous statement-

Senator Roblin: I don't tbink so.
Senator MacEachen: -wbich was tbat the government

would bring in tbis measure. He bas modified tbat, and I tbink
be is now consistent with wbat tbe Prime Minister bas stated,
wbich is tbat we may neyer see this measure. So mucb for tbe
rule of anticipation.

Senator Flynn: Boring!
Senator Roblin: 1 advise my honourable friend to watcb the

development of events closely. 1 tbink be will see tbat tbe
measures tbe goverfiment will provide will be consistent with
the budget that we bave presented, and at the same time will
take into account difficulties tbat will arise. Tbis is not the
only subject on wbicb 1 expect we will see some considerable

[Senator Frith.]

discussion, not because 1 particularly want to bear it, but 1 am
perfectly sure that after we get through with the buis that
come before tbis bouse witb respect to taxation measures, if we
do not get 199 different opinions, we will certainly get two sets
of opinions as to wbat is good and what is bad witb this
budget.

If anyone tbinks tbat the government is going to be able to
proceed with this measure witbout a very interesting and, I
hope, fruitful debate, in wbicb different opinions will be
expressed on the measures, I will be disappointed. 1 want to
hear tbat debate. I bave neyer made a dlaim that a government
witb wbich I bave been associated is perfect. 1 arn sure tbis
government is not perfect. My own government in Manitoba
was not perfect. We made lots of mistakes. We tried to get at
least 51 per cent of our decisions rigbt. However, I am neyer
one to stand in my place and say that we are perfect and won't
listen to sound advice, because we will. Some advice we do not
take, but tbere is some advice tbat we will take.

Senator Frith: Like vocabulary.
Senator MacEachen: If one wanted to give advice, tbat

would be one tbing, but we bave not reached tbe stage of
giving advice.

Senator Flynn: You certainly baven't. That is quite obvious.
Senator MacEachen: AIl we are doing is trying to find out is

where the government stands, and I tbink tbat is a legitimate
purpose in Question Period, to know wbat government policy
is. The Leader of tbe Governrnent has confirmed what the
Prime Minister stated yesterday that tbe government may flot
proceed witb this measure on de-indexation. It may not pro-
ceed. So, it is not firrn government policy; it is backpedalling,
and we will sec more of it.

Senator Roblin: I tbink that if cbanges are made in this
matter my friend will perceive tbat tbey are not back-pedall-
ing. I tbink be will perceive, if be is fair, that they are
improvernents, and tbat I tbink we can look forward to.

Senator MacEachen: We hope so.

IMPACT 0F MEASURES

Hon. John B. Stewart: Honourable senators, 1 sbould like to
address a question to the Leader of tbe Government in the
Senate. Yesterday I asked bim if an impact study had been
made sbowing wbat the results would be for the various
regions of the country of the measures included in the budget.
He did not answer that question. That was flot really bis fault,
because I went on to ask another question, and he was so busy
answering that one tbat we botb forgot the first question.

I read in tbe Globe and Mai! today that prior to the budget
being presented last montb the Minister of Finance was given
figures by bis department whicb showed that the tax increases
would bit low-income and rniddle-income earniers barder than
bigb-income earners.

Am I correct in assuming tbat if that kind of impact study
was made by officiaIs in the Department of Finance, they
made a comparable impact study witb regard to the way the


