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THE SENATE

Speaker: Hon. THEomA&s ViENi

Thursday, January 27, 1944.

The Parliament of Canada having been
summoned by Proclamation of the Governor
General f0 meet this day for the dispatch of
business:

The Senate met at 2.30 p.m., the Speaker
in the Chair.

Prayers.

OPENING 0F THE SESSION

The Hon. the SPEAKER informed the
Senate that lic had received a communication
from the Governor General's Secrefary inform-
mng him fliat Hie Exccllcncy the Governor
General would arrive af the Main Entrance
of fthc Houýses of Parliament af '3 p.m.. and,
wlien if had been signified that ahl was in
rcadiness, would proceed to the Senate Cham-
ber f0 open the Fiffli Session of the Nine-
teenfh Parliament of Canada.

The Sonate adjourncd during pleasure.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

At fhîree o'clock His Excellency the Gover-
nor Genoral proceeded f0 flic Senafe Chamber
and took bis seat upon the Throne. His
Excollency was pleased f0 command the
attendante of flic House of Commons, and
fliat House being tome, with their Speaker,
His Excellency was pleased f0 open the Fifth
Session of the Ninctecnth Parliament of
Canada wit h fle following speech:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Membors of flic House of Commoîîe:

The war is nov, in ifs fiffli year. The coming
months ivill wifness decisive baffles. Thcy vl
demand a supreme effort on the part of al
nations uni'ted in the cause of freedom.

it is truc fliat flic military situation is better
flian if was a year ago, and that co-operaf ion
among the United Nations is dloser than at any
time in flic past. At Washington, at Quebec, at
Moseow, at Cairo and at Teberan, military
plans for the comi ng campaigns werc fuily co-
ordinated. Foundations were also, laid for a
uaifed approach f0 the problcmns of transition
fromn war f0 peace. The improved mi]itary

situation does not, bowever, necessarily mean an
early end of the war. flostilities may continue
for a long time in Europe, as well as in the
Far East.- The German army is still very strong.
There are no indications of any general deteri-
oration of German resistance. Gerînany herseif
is profected by a vast oufwork of coniqucred
territory. She bas been fortifying herseif
against invasion since the beginning of the war.
Unfil the German army bas been defeated, the
.Mlied nations cannot count upon an assured
viofory in Europe. Until the Allied naval forceý
have grappled ýsuccessfully with the main Japa-
liese fleef there can bie no assurance of an end fo
the war against Japan. Future operations will
involve bitter fighting and beavy losses.

The winning of the war clearly remains tbe
first of ail objectives. My ministers believe it
is their dufy to sec that Canada's war effort is
firmly maintained until the encmy is defeated in
Europe and in Asia. Tbcy be]ieve tbe Govern-
menf's primary task, and the primary duty of
the Canadian people, is to concentrate on the
prosecuf ion of the war. Our fighting men muet
be assured that there will be no diversion fromn
flue vital fask and no relaxation of Canada's
war effort. Till the war is won, the policies of
my Government will continue f0 be sbaped to
that end.

Our armed forces at sea, onl land and in the
air have added lustre to the naine of Canada.
The armed might of the United Nations bas been
strengthen-ed by Canadian inutual aid. In the
combined Allied assault upon the Nazi fortress.
ail branches of the arrned forces will have stili
lieavier responsibilities.

W/hile giving to flic neede of the war pre-
(e(lcnce over ail else. niy ministers arc resolved
that, so f ar as fthc future can bie foreseen.
Canadla wvill hoe in a position to meet thc difficult
sifuitions whicb will have to bie faced when
victory is won.

As occupied countries are liberaf cd from the
cnomy, it will be necessary f0 provide for the
relief of destitiite popmulatiuons, anîd for the
rehabilifation of (levastatod areas in those coun-
tries whicli have borne the bruint of the ferror
and destruction of war. A measure f0 exteîîd
flic principle of mutiial aid so as to provide for
relief, as well as for materials of war, wvill be
suhmitf cd for yoîîr approval.

Canada's prospcrity and the well-being of lier
people are bound up witb fhe restoration and
expansion of world frade. Export markets are
e>sentiai f0 the efficient empinyment of vast

n umbers of Canadians. Larger inîporfs are

r'ecded to raise the standard of living. In
accordance with the priniciples of the Atlantic
Charter, ýthe arrangements rcquired f0 clear

the channels of trade and promote flic flow of
ronds among ail nations affer the war are being
explorcd with other countries. Discussions will
ha advanced as rapi(lly as the exigencies of war
will permit.


