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14 SENATEF

at are here, and who gave tilis Senate as Senate do the work, as they do it better tban
say, a character, establisbed it in tbis the 1-1011e of Commons. Under these cir-
untry, .ma'de it a portion of the parlia- cumstances, my Idea is to pay no attention
entary bistory of the country, were the to the flippant remarks made by imem.bers
ory of this S.enate, and it is regrettable of the House of Commons and by some
* ee them. passiug away as fast as tbey newsapapers wbose editors know very littie

re. But there la one littie objection that about wbat tbey are dlscussing.
lght perbaps corne up In refereuce to this An important point which appears to have
oint, and It la tais ; that under the Itite been overlooked In this debate la the Im-

onservative regime the Lîberal membera portance and value of the example of the

ere pretty nearly wlped out. 1 thinki tliere Senate, flot merely upon the parllamentary
ere only ten or eleven lef t. At the preselit Ilfe and practice of Canada, but upon Can-

mne our Conservative frlends are ptissing adian society at large.
way and that makes the balance of power Any one who follows the procedure in this

robably too weak on their aide. 1 admit House must admit, and many who do flot

tnt. That la one argument which miglit so follow it admit, that as compared wlth

eadvanced In reference to the elective ays- any other legisiative body on the continent

arn. It would maintain the balance or of America, the Senate is a very model of

ower In the Senate ; at the same tirne I do I)arliamentary decency and order. And one

Lot think there la any particular barm going of the proudest boasta a Canadian can make

o resuit f rom any party dwindling down to to-day is that this country, governed as it

sinail number. Aa long as there are a~ la as nearly as may be after the unequalled

ozen or two dozen of good representatîves British model-ti form of goverament whlh

n eltiter aide tbey can put forward the combines the maximum of personal liberty

deas the opposition represent, aa strongly with the maximum of law, order and per-

robably as if there were three dozen. Our sonal aafety-stands on this continent as

rie.nds are now 33. They could afford to the champion of well ordered liberty as op-

e reduced to haif that nuxnber, and I be- posed to ail ill-considered license which but

leve their views would be juat as forcibly too often acta as a cloak for exceas and

Ldvanced In t]isa Senate as it la at the pres- iawlessness.

nt time. They couid critîcise measures, This honourable House la the acknow-

ippose measures and agree wlth measures iedged custodian and authoritative exponent

ust as strongly as an opposition of flfteen ot the ancient, distinctly dignlfied, and

Sr twenty as they do at the present wisely devised forma and stately cerernoni-

ime. Under those conditions. not wlsh- ais of British parliamentary practice, the

ng to weary the House, I thinlc It acrupulous preservation of whlch, there can
~'oud be wlsom o ou par tobe no doubt, bas bad a valuable practical

etand the wSenat oun as ptisart te influence upon the satlsfactory developmnt
etai theSenlbe ustas it I at he f the parliarnentary systern of governmnent

ýresent tirne; to hold to our present mode in Canada. From Its rlgid and even Jealofla
f appointment to the Senate, to give cre- ahso oetbihdpeeet n t

lirmed the constitutiof f the Seaten wbo acrupulously strict observance of the more
formned t ct ostitnd of thy Senen w stately formas of procedure, the Senate of

gratedIt ts owes, nd n m opnio ICanada stands as a model of sound parlia-
do not believe we can amend It in any re- etrpaccanifasxriedad
gard. I think, therefore, that we should mta pxrctie an irt ad exeîsd an-

pay o atenion whaeve to he lipantfluence upon the wbole parllarnentary body
and ungenerous rerarks, such as we see In a in this Dominion.
newspaper published In Toronto the other This House, by reason of Ita component
day, made by men whe know littie or notb- parts, la naturally a stald and cautious
Lng of the character of tbe Senate. I nîn body. it stands unflinchingly for what bas
pleaed to, Bee that another paper, -which 1 been proved by the unerring test of time
consider far ahead of tbe Toronto ' News', to be wholesome and beneficial, as against
r.amely the Montreal 'Gazette', advises nhe any rash and basty theorles which are
House of Gommons to stop talking and do bound to be evolved In a young, vîgorous
tlieir work, or else go borne and let the and enterprislng cornrunlty such as ours.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON.


