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The Budget

Canadians on the whole are not cheats and frauds, but right 
now they feel they are being forced to a survival mode under 
threat of losing their jobs, their homes and their way of life. 
They are tired of governments that ignore their concerns. When 
will the government realize that the people of Canada want less 
government interference and most of all want hard earned tax 
dollars spent wisely and frugally?

Although the budget has some commendable features, the 
current government must realize that further action has to be 
taken to bring Canada’s financial affairs under control.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 6.15 p.m., 
pursuant to Standing Order 84(5), it is my duty to interrupt the 
proceedings and put forthwith every question necessary to 
dispose of the amendment to ways and means motion No. 6. The 
question is on the amendment.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the amendment?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

domineering and intrusive governments, governments which 
supplanted an agenda of serving the people with being served 
itself.

I speak with great pride of Cariboo—Chilcotin but these 
people are simply a microcosm of our great country. Since 
coming to Ottawa I hear people in the stores and on the streets 
saying the same thing as I hear them saying at home. Wherever I 
go I hear a common message given: “Get our taxes down. The 
taxes are killing us economically”.

I do want to take this opportunity to applaud the Minister of 
Finance for some of the steps taken in the budget. For example, 
in the provisions made for small business he certainly has 
listened to some of their concerns. Indeed the fastest way to 
generate real economic activity is to lower taxes and give 
Canadians a reason to work. This is what was promised with the 
rollback in unemployment insurance premiums. We still need to 
target more areas of small business overtaxation and deal with 
those areas.

I also commend the government for its common sense in 
making the home buyers’ program a permanent feature. Since 
being elected I have received more mail from my constituents 
regarding this issue than any other subject. Home ownership is 
at the top of most people’s priority list and this government 
initiative will certainly help.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those in favour of the 
amendment will please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those opposed will 
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): In my opinion the nays 
have it.

To get back to the issue of taxes, the most effective way to 
control the underground economy would be to offer a real 
decrease in taxes to all Canadians with the legislative promise of 
further decreases if participation in the underground economy 
drops and revenue goes up. As long as the underground economy 
continues to grow so will our deficit.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Call in the members.

(The House divided on the amendment, which was negatived 
on the following division:)

We do need some services. Canadians acknowledge this and 
want them. No one will deny this fact. We want all Canadians to 
have health care, housing, food and all that is necessary for all of 
us to live well. Canadians should have every opportunity to 
supply these needs for themselves. Assistance must be available 
to those who cannot provide these necessities for themselves. 
However, these essentials should be provided on a short term 
basis only to those temporarily facing misfortune and on a long 
term basis only to those who are permanently disabled.

(Division No. 11)
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Lefebvre

To most Canadians it is not acceptable for the government to 
foster a way of life that stifles independence and self-reliance. 
Canadians must once again feel that their input into government 
decisions really counts. Often Canadians vote for the lesser of 
evils when they go to the polls. Hon. members opposite mistake 
this for an overwhelming mandate.
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Bernier (Gaspé)
Bouchard 
Bé lisle
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Debien 
de Savoye 
Dubé 
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Gauthier (Roberval)

Leblanc (Longueuil)

When people’s concerns are ignored by the government they 
stop participating in society. Some have given up on the political 
process and stopped voting. Even worse are those who have 
given up on the economic process and send their money abroad 
or participate in the underground economy.


