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The Address

The hon. member commented about the agriculture minister
being a lawyer but not a farmer. I am a lawyer too. I am also from
a farm and I also own land. The agriculture minister, the hon.
member for Regina—Wascana, is also from a farm. He under-
stands Saskatchewan farm practices. He understands the agri-
culture industry in Canada.

The hon. member has also made comments about why sales of
grain cannot now be made just across the border because of
NAFTA and GATT, primarily NAFTA. Just sell grain across the
border, sell all the grain we want into the United States. The
United States is an exporter of grain except for one specialized
commodity which is durum. Other than that they export. One
state in the United States produces more wheat than the whole of
Canada.
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Ms. Shaughnessy Cohen (Windsor—St. Clair): Mr. Speak-
er, I am honoured to stand in this place today to speak for the
first time on behalf of the constituents of Windsor—St. Clair.

I congratulate you, Sir, upon your appointment to the Chair
and congratulate all hon. members on their election victories.
First I want to thank my supporters who worked for me and the
electors of Windsor—St. Clair who have placed their confidence
in me. I am grateful for the opportunity to represent them here.

Windsor—St. Clair is located in southern Ontario along the
shores of the Detroit River and Lake St. Clair. Lake St. Clair is
the smallest of our Canadian Great Lakes. Windsor—St. Clair is
comprised of three communities: parts of the east end of
Windsor; all of the town of Tecumseh; and all of the village of
St. Clair Beach.

Our riding is an urban constituency but our location makes us
one of the great water sports centres of the world. There are
more pleasure boats per capita in our part of the Great Lakes
than anywhere else and the pickerel fishing is hard to beat.

The commodore of the Windsor Yacht Club tells me that this
summer the great Canada’s Cup yachting race will be held on
Lake St. Clair. The Canadian entry to that race and its crew will
be hosted by the Windsor Yacht Club as they compete to return
that cup to Canada.

The Tecumseh Corn Festival is held at the end of Augustevery
year. It is a tremendous event that brings close to a quarter of a
million people into Tecumseh for a great weekend of food, fun
and enjoyment. Tecumseh itself is a spirited historical town with
a tremendous sense of community.

St. Clair Beach is a picturesque village at the far eastern edge
of the riding. It is the home of that great Canadian athlete, Chris
Lori, who is the captain of our National Olympic Bobsledding
Team. St. Clair Beach will be watching closely as Chris Lori and
his teammates represent Canada at Lillehammer next month. I
suspect that we will be seeing Olympic gold in St. Clair Beach
before very long.

Windsor—St. Clair is also an industrial riding. Many
manufacturing endeavours make their home in Windsor which is
known as Canada’s motor city. Among them of course we have
the big three auto makers: Chrysler, Ford and General Motors.
Other industries exist there as well.

Any mention of Windsor—St. Clair industries must include
one of our oldest manufacturers, the Hiram Walker distillery
located in the Walkerville section of Windsor. Hiram Walker’s
of course is the home of the world famous Canadian Club
whiskey.

Windsor—St. Clair was also the home of a very famous
Canadian who once stood in this place. It is humbling to know
that in coming here I am a successor to that great Canadian
statesman, the late Hon. Paul Martin, Senior or “‘Oom Paul’’ as
he was known at home, the architect of many aspects of our
present day social safety net. He sat here as the Liberal member
for what was formerly Essex East, in later years was Windsor—
Walkerville and today is Windsor—St. Clair.

Paul and Nell Martin contributed unstintingly to the life of
our constituency and to the country as a whole. It is quite a
legacy and these are indeed some great shoes that I seek to fill.

Mr. Speaker, if you or other hon. members visit my riding of
Windsor—St. Clair, you will undoubtedly travel along River-
side Drive through all three of our municipalities. As you do,
you will be able to look not very far away casting an eye to the
north to our great national neighbour, the United States of
America. It is a unique geographic fact that Detroit, Michigan
and its eastern suburbs are actually located north of Windsor.

It is also a unique geographical fact that we live in Windsor—
St. Clair very clearly in the shadow of that great country which
is so close that going to the States for lunch is a matter of course
for some of my constituents. This is at once part of the charm
and the advantage of our area. It also at times can be a great
disadvantage.
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Over the last nine years of Tory rule we in Windsor—St. Clair
have often felt that Canada in the eyes of the former government
stopped somewhere east of us on highway 401. However, that




