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dcterminatîon. Approximiateiy 98 per cent of the 2,500 Inuvia-
luit people, an ovcrswheliming majorily, voted in favour of tbe
agreement in principle. Part of tbe agrcement in principie was
t0 sign a final agreement by October 31, 1979. Wbat has
happened since the Conservativc victory'? The federai negotia-
tor has not met COPE since May 20. The minister bas met
COPE twice sinee bis appointment but bas not seriousiy deait
svitb tbe agreement and bis concerns sitb tbe agreement.

Six montbs after tbe election tbe process is no furtber
advanced. COPE negotiated in good faitb witb the previous
governiment, but is becoming more and more eoneernied witb
tbe minister's refusai to negotiate. In faci COPE aileges tbat
tbe minister is in breaeb of tbe provisions of tbe agreement.
Wben i asked tbe minister if be souid mneet tbe COPE offieers
to resoive tbese differenees, be said be was doing titis on
November 14, but, as 1 pointed out, tbe meeting on November
14 was witb tbe counsel for COPE and be said be would be
wiiling to meet witb tbemn at a furîber meeting. 1 understand
tbat at tbe meeting witb tbe iawyers on November 14 be did
not give bis views on tbe so-ealied aiieged breacbes. but be
gave ai commilmient Io submit 1o COPE documentation in
writing of bis eoneernis with tbe agreement by last Friday.
Here il is Mvonday evening and 1 was bold by COPE at a le
bour tbis evening tbat Ilbey bave not reeeived tbose documents
as promised.

How ean negotiations be resumned wben the minister contin-
ues to stail?' Ail Indian and Inuit groups are watebing the
situation very closely, and tbe governmenî's response and
actions will serîousiy affect ail otber negotialions. tbe JTC
Nunavut, tbe Dene dlaim, tbe counsel for Yukon Indians. plus
specifie dlaims. Wben 1 failed to gel answers fromi tbe minister
in tbe House of Commons, 1 put furtber questions t0 birn in
the Standing Commitîc on Indian Affairs and Nortbern
Development on November 13. At tbat lime the minister
repiied tbat tbe Conservative governmnenl was delaying ils
approval because, first, somne native groups in tbe Nortbwest
Territories bad made recommendations 10 bimi about tbe
dlaim. i tbink be bad in mind tbe Dene and tbe Kititmecoî
Associaion, that is, tbe Inuit of tbe centrai Archec. But as i
mentîoned to bim, he could bave signed a final seulement and
made provision in il for Ibese objections or fringe disagree-
ments wbicb could be seîîled by arbitration, as tbcy were with
tbe James Bay agreement, tbe Montagnais and otber groups in
tbe area. Also be said tbat be reeeived representations from
members of tbe House about tbe agreement. No doubt be was
referring 10 tbe member for the w~estern Aretie and tbe Yukon
wbo are well known for tbeir negative viesws respeeting aborigi-
nal dlaims.
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An hon. Niember: Oh, oh!

Mr. Allnîand: Ibat is a fact. 1 beard the Minister of Public
Works on Sunday morning. and il xvas quite revealing.

[Mr, Allmand.

Finaliy the minister said that tbe COPE dlaima was being
delayed while tbe cabinet reviewed tbe comprebensive dlaims
poliey. We stili do not know bow long tbat wii last.

Many Canadians, including native groups, consider the
poiey of tbe presenit government to be a complete betrayal of
their rigbts. Tbe eredibiiity of tbe minister and tbe department
is in serîous doubt. In commitîee tbe minister failed to tell us
wbat he understood by an agreement in principle. Does be not
feel bound by its provisions'? Does be tbink tbe Governiment of
Canada can set it aside unilaterally? Would be tolerate a
native group taking the same unilateral action, if it just elected
a new exeutive?

Today tbe bon. member for Cochrane (Mr. Penner) pointed
out that the Yukon counicil, because of the new power gîven it
by tbe minister, passed amendments bo tbe gamne ordinance
wbereby vîrtuaily they have taken away tbe bunting and
fisbing rigbts of tbe people in tbe Mackenzie Delta in tbe
nortbern Yukon.

Mr. Nielsen: Garbage.

Mr. Allmand: That is a faet. We did not receive any answers
10 îbaî in the Flouse today. We would like somne answers 10
these questions. We wouid like to know whaî tbe minister
considers 10 be an agreement in principle? Wili be respect it'?
Will he get on witb tbe final agreement in Ibis case and not
make us xwait forever'?

Hon. Jake Epp (Minister of Indian Affairs anid '.otrthern
Development): Mr. Speaker, 1 wili try 10 outiine once again to
the bon. mnember for Notre-Dame-de-Grâce (Mr. Allm-and)
the situation wiîb COPE. He indicated that a telex bad been
sent on October 31, that il was a black day, and that 1 have
not signed a final agreement. 1 would suggest 10 bimi tbat be
better look aI the weatber reports again because 1 reccived
anoîber telex the same day fromn a commnunity in the North-
xsesî Terrîtories indicaîing il was a sunny day that I bad not
signed tl. 1 tbink tbe bon. member better cbeck a little dloser.

1 want 10 indicate 10 the bon. ntembcr that I bad a meeting
wîîb the lawyers of COPE on Tbursday last, as welI as anotber
member wbo bas been represcnting tbem constantiy, Mr.
DeLurry. 1 indicated 10 tbe iawyers at tbat time my under-
standing of the COPE agreement and the interim arrange-
ments wbicb relate 10 the money to be paid by the Governmnent
of Canada aI fixed periods and in fixed amounts, amounîing 10
$ 10 million by 198 1. Also 1 indicated that the lands wbich bad
been selected cannot be witbdrawn or sold 10 anotber group. i
asked tbemn wbetber in tbe inîerim arrangements, wbicb we
regarded as contractual, the government at any time bad
breaebed tbe COPE agreement. Not only once, but a number
of limes the lawyer for COPE indicaîed that tbe Governiment
of Canada bad not breacbed tbe interimi arrangements of the
COPE agreement.

Mr. Allmand: Ibat is not xbalt îbcy said in the press release.

M4r. Epp: I do not mind wbaî îbey say in their press releases.
1 am saying that i bad a meeting wiîb tbem. 1 know svhat be
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