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Mr. RO0SS (Souris): Are Ca.nadiain forces
being reinforced by nationals other than Cana-
dians?

Mr. McNAUGHTON-': No, and they neyez
have been.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): These are matters the
public are concerned about, and I think they
should be clea.red up.

Mr. MeNAUGHTON: If the hion. member
would like me te give some further explana-
tion I shall be glad ta do so. The Canadian
army oveR-seas, which is now commanded by
Cencrai Crerar, is made up of a Canadian
corps and a ýnumber of Canadian, divisions.
In that ainmy there is anc British corps and
possibly more, and thcy have their own
British divisions. Then there are Polish divi-
sions as well as other divisions whie'h go ta
make up t-ha.t first army. That army is made
up of units and formations fýrom othier comn-
monwalthis in addition ta our own units.
Each of those commonwealths lias its own
reinforcement stream ta replace its own
casualties. Canada reinforces lier ovii and
always lias.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): The Canadian units are
reinforced entirely by our own men?

Mr. MeNAUGHTON: Absolutely, and
always have been.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): There hias been a lot
of discussion about that point.

MIr. MeINAUGHITON: I was se m.uch con-
cerned absout this the other day that I asked
aur public relations officer ta issue ýa pres
statement whieh wouhd be generally descrip-
tive of wbiat was going on and whicb wouhd
be puirely for public information.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): You have been referred
ta by the Prime Minister as the builder and
the first commander of the Canadian army.

Mr. MeNAUGilTON: I was the first coim-
mander of the first Canadian- army.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): Yýou neyer had any
doubt at any time that the eirmy was over-
expanded and that thiere wouhd ha any diffi-
culty in riforcirig it?

Mr. McNAUGilTON: The army was
designed on the basis of eaduring in a wax of
long duration.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): There bias been con-
siderable discussion to-day about reinforce-
ment pools overseas. I would have judged
fromj past experience that ofle of the best
miethods of reinforcement would have been
to use what migbt be termed ad hac troops,
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for instance, pioncer troops, forestry troops,
and sQ on. Can you give us the percentage
of reinforcements overseas that would be
oomposed of those troops?

Mr. McNAUGHTON: Again 1 must say
that I ar n ft skilful in deciding what figures
should be given out and what should nlot be
given out. Would it be possible for me to
give that information when 1 give the other
figures?

Mr. ROSS (Souris): That will be satis-
factory, although you might be able to give
it approximately. If those pioneer troops were
remustered, how long would it take to train
themn properly as infantry ready to go into
action?

Mr. McNAUGHTON: They would neyer
be up to the infantry level because they are
in the pioneers owing to their being low in
certain pulhems figures.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): What about the
forestry?

Mr. McNAUGHTON: In the early part of
the war the Canadian forestry corps included
a great many who were eventually transferred
to the infantry.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): Are there any there
now?

Mr. MeNAUGHTON: Only a comparatively
small number. Most of the Scottish woods
have been cut down. There are some forestry
people with the expeditionary force on the
continent.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): How long would it
take to train those men?

Mr. McNAUGIITON: As a matter of fact
the forestry corps in Scotland formed an
important part of the defence of Britain ini
the early days when we had not an adequate
number of troops. General Thorne, the
C.O.C., Scottish command, had a high regard
for aur forestry people. H1e helped tremen-
dously in giving them a skilled training and
they were really very well trained as infantry.
They were a fine body of troops.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): There hias been con-
siderable discussion to-day about the 16,000
men who will be called up under the new
conscription policy which lias been nnnounced.
In choosing thýose men or any proportion of
them, will- it be done on a per capita basis
in the military districts across Canada from
which they originally enlisted?

Mr. MeNAUGHTON: No; they will just
bc taken from any part of Canada.


