
COMMONS
Old Age Pensions-Mr. Bradette

,printing press going over night and ta-
marrow we should ail have a lot of brand
new bis of the Bank of Canada, covering ail
administration expenditures. I myseif could
do with a few. But we are realists; we are
members of parliament sent here by aur con-
stituents to deal in a logical way with the
problems of this country. Surely past and
present ministers of finance, who must know
the financial systemn of this country and the
monetary systems of the world, and who no
doubt suifer sle-epless nights because of the
requests made upon their department, that
they cannot implement, wauld be much
happier men if, upon the discussion of a
resolution such as this, they could say to you,
Mr. Speaker, "I arn not satisfied to leave the
pensionable age at sixty-five years; I arn
going ta reduce it to fil ty years and ta pay
forty dollars a manth instead of twenty."
That would ha a wonderful statement, aven
politically speaking, for a minister ta be able
ta make. It would be much casier for me ta
be realected if the presant minister could do so.

But again wa must face the situation as
it is. It is fine ta be a theorist about the
monetary system; it is pleasant ta talk ai a
coming day when the g-ovarnment will be such
a wonderful Santa Claus that everything we
require fromn it, will ba grantad. I have no
personal grievanca against the Social Credit
group. But let me examine their position as
it migh*t affect aur province. Taking the
minimum sum thay promised during the last
alection, and applying it ta my own riding,
if the fifty thausand auits there were ta get
twenty-five dollars a month eaeh there would
ha $1,250,000 par month for my constituency.
Mul'tiply that by the twalve months of the
yaar, and you have an annual distribution of
$15,000,000 in my constituaency ta aduits alona.
Thera is no doubt that that would be greatly
welcomed and rapidly spant. But enlarge the
field; applv tha principle ta the whole af
Canada, and multiply the sum af $15,000,000
by 245 ridings; at the end of the year you
wauld have distributad $3,675,000,000 ta adults
only. If you includa the children, who would
be entitled ta some compensation, the amount
would be not lass than $4,500,000,000, and if
you total these distributions for the life of
the prasent parliamant they wauld coma ta
the enormous sum of $22.500,000.000.

Mr. KUHL: Is it physically possible?

Mr. BRADETTE: It is physically impos-
sibla. We talk of priming the financial pump-

Mr. KUHL: Are the goods and the services
there?

Mr. BRADETTE: The inflation wauld be
aver twenty-twa billions af dollars. Wa must
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realize what that would mean. The dollars
in aur awn poakets which naw have somne
value wauld then have no value whatever;
you could not exehange them for the value
of the printad matter there is an them. We
must be practical in dealing with such matters,
because they are important. I arn not gaing
ta argue that the present manetary systemn
is absalutely perfect; it is far fromn it. I
believe it shauld ha amanded fram year to,
year, and that it should ha passible for us ta
achieve a better relation batween productian
and distribution. The age af need must have
disappeared; we have damonstrated that ta
same extent by the surplusas ai ail kinds
which we hava had. But let us nat foal
ourselves on that accaunt. In this cauntry
we may have surpînses ai wheat and some
ather grains; but we have not a surplus ai ail
the commodities required, and so wa have ta
exehange with other nations such surpluses
as wa bave for the goods we require frein
them. People talk ai priming- the financial
pump. To issue currency in the manner that
has been suggested would nlot ha "priming-";
we should strike such a huge undercurrent
stream that wa would have the biggest flood
in phony monay which bas evar been known
since that first flood which cavered the wbole
world.

Thase are considarations we must keep in
mind when we discuss the probiemns ai this
country. It is easy ta maka in this chamber
proposais which we must know are absolutely
impossible af application. I wish it were
possible that some hon. mambers had ta
undertaka for a month or so the respansibilities
of the Minister ai Finance, and to learn fram
experience the impossibility afiîmpiýementing
ail the requests that ara made.

I shahl, however, make this observation,
that I sincaraly baliava if ever inflation is
carriad out by any govcrnment, it will ha for
the enflargaemant oi the social activities af the
state, ta help tha sick and the aid and the
hlînd. and that is the very best purpaose ta
ivhich it could ha applied.

Mr. IÇUHL: What is inflation?

Mr. BRADETTE: Well, I arn not going ta
theoriza on that point. We had an example ai
it during the war. But I would lika hon.
members ta realiza that nowhere in this
world, under any circumstancas, can yau gat
something for nothin.

Mr. KUHL: Is thara inflation in Engl-and
now?

Mr. BRADETTE: That is a philosophy
which bas been with us ever since the birth
af time, and we cannot get away from it.


