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ing the committea lias been laid on the
* tabla of the House, and hon. gentlemen

can see in detail what were proposed as
its duties.

Another coxnmittee was formad callad the
Committea on Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, of which my hon. friend, Hon. A. K.

* Maclean, le vice-chairman. Hehlas davoted
mnuci atention. sund .stu-dy to the duties tlius
en'trusted ta hlm. That Çominmitte wae eoitab-
lished for the purposa of making recoin-
mendati-ons raspecting transportation,
methods of raising revenue, encouragement
of thrift, 'conditions of labour, 'the siervice
af womauhood both during and aftar the
war, and other cognata matters.

Now as ta what we have actually done
since these committees have been formed.
One af aur first acts was thea creation of a
Departmant of Immigration and Coloniza-
tion, over ihl Mr. Calder prasidas. Up
ta thse present, there bas' not been appor-
tnnity tor any great work of arganizatian
or development in that Dep4rt-nent
Naverthaless, the minister liaà surveyed the
ganeral aspects af the problem, and more
than that, lias discussed thein pretty thor-
oughly witli the provincial governinents.
Ha is assured of the co-operation of evary
.provincial goverument of Canada in his
work, and it is hopad, and indeed expected,
that at a laVer date, furtlier conferencas
will ha held at ihl plans will be more
f ully matured and discussed.

Thare wae cast upon us dmmeddiaVely the
administration of the Mil.itary Service Act.
We ail reai'ize tîhat lin certain. cornuuties
in this country there was a vary strang pub-
lic opinion aguainist the pirinciple ihlcis vas
embodied in that Act, and thse numeroua
appeals whàch wera provided foir made Ats
operation more difficuit titan was anti-ci-
pated wRsen it 'was passed. Very ei'aboralbe
ragulationis have been'prepared by tise Miii-
dary Service Council fromn binie ta -time,
and have been apprevedt. These vill be dis-
eussed, it may 'be, in due course, but in, thse
mqanVime îV is e'nough for mue to say Vhat
since the Act vas proclaimed, about thse
l3th October last, we have enlisted in COan-
adia 36,342ý mený, aud 26,839 have -been sent
averseas during that time. 0f 36,342 men
so enlisted, 28,396 vere enroliad. directiy un-
der -tise Militanry Service Act, land 7,946 have
been obtained Llireugh the Briitish-Oanodian.,
Rooruiting Mission dn- thse Unîted States. I
ehouMI further add tîhat of Vtse 28,396 nmen
so, enroi1led, 3,895 have been, appreilended
for f.aling 'V4o report.

1 -feel1 it 'my duty tbo add that our forces in
F-rance are mainibained ta-day at ful
séreng Vi. Thse 'Canadien Expedlitionary

For-ce in France was neyer eat greater
strengt&i than to-day, -and more than 'thàt,
At was netrer more determirned or imoire con-
fident.

The Minister of Ovekreeas -Service has
gâven attention ta ithe retur. cd mnen to
CanadLa who are mot fit foir adLive eervice,
and a recent cable fro.m Mhm informs me
that lie expeots Vo retui to Caniada withi
the siext few months frein 20,000 to 25,000
nin. He grives mue luTther I>articulars, ini -a
laltter, dated the 24th dlay of February st,
and received on;dy a few days ago, in wvhich.
lie dde6cusees the subjeût. He says:

As I cablefi you a few 6days ago, in '>iew of
the labour situation In Canada, and la the
interests of economy, 1 have insisted upon as
many as can be sparefi and Who are in l!bw
categories, being returned. 1 have had an
Ofioer, Col. J. A. Gunn, D.S.O., -çwho lias speeial
qualifications, appointed, under -the Adjutant-
General, to go through the forces for the pur-
pose of combing out such men. -

There is always room fora very large num-
ber of men wbo are In categories Bfi and BS,
and, wbo are neot fit for the trenches, to lie
used in conneetion wlth work In bospitals. road-
making, anq in a hundred. and one other ways-,
and whose 'services are nacessary. At the same
time 1 think it justifiable that not joo many
of these men .shouid be retained, over here, flot
only for the reasons I -have named but in
order that there wild ba fewer to transport wben'
the war ends.

'We -have talion up the question of the
ragi.stiration of the manhood and 'woiain-
hood cf Canada. This lias beau the sub-
j e'ct of more Ithan one lconfaremc rith
labour organizations. A Regieîtratiion Board
lias bean established under the chairman-
slip of Senator Rolbertson; it .is proceed-
ing actively with, its work, -and via hope for
good rasuits in the not distant future. The
services w'hich ti6 board wil1 perform wàll
be useful for a greait m.any purposes. IV
wil be useful in' Vhe co-orddn:ation land
maintenance of essential Industries. 'It wdii
ba usaful for the purpose od giving us a
ifu]ler enumeration titan lias hitherto been
available o.1 thosa pemsons thToughout Can-
ada who are &ubjecV 'Vo call under the Milà-
tary Service Act.

The in'creasad production of food i6 -a vital
question, and 'the Mim.istýer of Agriculture
(Mr. Crerair) lias worked at Vhat probisin
with 'the greatest possible induetry andi wùth
very great abiiity. He lias ta-ken up the
subj enV -wth thse iprovinciial governments
-and lias secured béeroughi co-opevation on
their piart. I enuld noV dû bâtter tilan give
Îto -the Housie bhe substance of a menoran-
diui which I asked froan hlm to-day. The
-memforandum co .nains t'ho following in-
formatiomi:

At the conference àf the Provincial premiers
on the I5th and 16th of February last. a plan


