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Revised Statutes of Canada, entitled : An Act re-
speeting the Electoral Franchise, and all amend-
ments thereto.  He said @ This is not a Bill to
amend the Electoral Franchise Act. That Act
cannot be amended. It is vicious in principle. and
it is bad in detail. and all the powers of this Par-
lament cannot amend it. T propose to deal more
summarily and effectnally with it: 1 propose to
abolish it lock. stock, and barrel.
Maotion agreed to, and Bill read the first time,

FLECTION ACT AMENDMENT.
Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved for leave to

introduce Bill (No. 9) to amend the Acts respect-

ing the election of members of the House of Com-
mons.  He said s The Bill is not a very long one.
and does not contain many cliuses @ but in my

estimation it is an important Bill. The tirst clause .

goes back to the old system that we had hefore the
Government, in my judgment with a high hand,
assumed the responsibility of appointing returning
ofticers. 1 go back to the English rule--I helieve
in Fnglish precedents and English rule-—and make
the sherits ca-gfficio returning  officers in the
various constituencies ¢ and. where there are sub-

divisions of a county. the sherifl’ and registrar are

returning otlicers ex-officio, and if there are more
than two sub-divisions. then T give the Govern-
ment power tuappniut- it person to act as l'ctm'uillg
otlicer. The second clause of the Bill deals Lurgely
with corrupt practices.  Acts which do not now
come under the law, I make corrupt practices by
this Bill, and I punish every corrupt act by im-
prisonment. or tine. or both, imprisonment to the
extent of two vears and a tine of S500,
endeavour to surround with every possible safe-
guard the ballot boxes while in  the hands
of deputy returning officers and returning  offi-
cers: and I deal with a species of bribery largely
prevident during elections—that is betting as to
how a man shall vote or that he shall not vote, or
as to the majority in a parish or community. or
the aggregate majority all over the Dominion
f_““;m: cifectually than it is now dealt with.

U0

Government, although they wre the principal

sinners, but with any private individual, who:

shall hold out, as an inducement for its support,

to a constituency indebted or under obligations to ;

the Govermment, that if it will support any parti-
cular candidate or party such indebtedness or
obligation shall be discharged. I also make pro-
vision that no person, be he member of the Gov-
crnment or not, be he high functionary of the

Government or other employee or other individual, !

shall use any infiuence” with any. public body or
corporation in order to coerce that corporation |
into forcing their employees to vote for or against |
any candidate. I also make the bribee as well as |
the briber punishable by fine or imprisonment. |
I also make every violation of the election law by .
Government officials a misdemeanour punishable by !
fine of SL,O0O or imprisonment for two years, at ;
the discretion of the judge, and in the case of |
those who are not officials, by six months ini
jail or a ftine of 3300, 1 also endeavour to;
prevent i practice, which I am sorry to see pre- |
vails to some extent, namely, the swopping of
election petitions.  If a man tiles an clcctioni

petition, he ought to be compellel to go on|the provisions of the Treaty of INIS,

Mr. Cavmerox (Huron).
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Then I

deal not only with members of  the:

Ewith it, as « good many petitions now filed are no
Ldoubt purely speculative : and I propose that no
s swopping of petitions be allowed except under the
"sanction of the court, which sanction must be
fhased on the aflidavit of every party to the
‘petition, hoth solicitors and agents.  And then,
Nir. 1 hold out a little bhit of comfort, a little balm
of Gilead to the First Minister, the Finance
- Minister. the Minister of Public Works, and
the Minister of the Interior. and. 1 helieve,
tanother Minister who had the misfortune to have
capetition against him for miscondnet in the last
election.  Under the law, as it now stands, a man
“may he unseated for an isolated act of corruption.
A cndidate may endeavour to conduct his political
campaign with clean hands. He may instruct his
agents to conduct it with clean hands. He may do
“his level best to have a pure election @ and yet some
over-zealous friend may spenda dollarbillincorrupe
practices. and the candidate will be unseated, and
Psaddled with all the costs @ or perhaps some seeret
cenemy may do something that will constitute him
Jan agent of the member” elect, and commit an act
of corruption which may cause the sitting member
fto be unseated. 1 adopt the English law, and. to
'some extent. the law of Ontario, by providing that,
inthecase of tritling and unimportant acts, although
proved before the courts, unless the acts were of
;an extensive character affecting to some extent the
. whole constituency, the member shall not be un-
seated.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) Is the Bill retroactive?

Mr. CAMERON (Hurom). No : but if the
¢ Minister of Finance desirves it 1 am prepared to
make it so.  The next question I deal with is the
yuestion of the time for presenting petitions against
sitting members.  As the law now stands, a peti-
tion has to be presented within thirty days after
the member is gazetted.  Sometimes the gizetting
is irregular. I donot blime the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, for I think he has done his duty
in that respect: but I do blame the returning
cofticers, wherever they, within thirty days, get
!their instructions, for the drregular manner in
which the returns are made. I provide that every
! petition shall be presented within thirty daysafter
the polling day. That will put members on hoth
i sides upon a footing of perfect equality, and surely
i the Government cannot want more than that, I
falso provide that any counter petition shall he
i presented within fifteen days after the presenting
i of the petition. These are the main features of my
¢ Bill, and [ hope they will commend themselves to
{ the approval of the House.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

FISHING VESSELS OF THE UNITED
STATES.

Mr. TUPPER moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No. 10) respecting fishing vessels of the United
States of America. He said @ [t will be recollected
that, in pursuance of the protocol anaexed to the
draft of the Treaty of Washington of 1888, legis-
lation was enacted in this Parliament, under which
American tishing vessels were permitted, during
two years, the time proposed to be reguired for
the consideration of that treaty, to obtain certain
privileges in Canadian ports. granted them under
That Act



