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COMMONS DEBATES,

Arrm 20,

‘“ Never was told I could not obtain entry for this. Qther people
wishing to have their claims in 10 chain lots, concluded I woulg also
have one. Never was told the Government had sold or granted this
land to any individual, corporation or colonisation company, and always
thought that eventually entry would be given as the other settlers in
this township desired. Never was told by Riel that I would not obtain
entry for thig land as claimed.”

The above extract is from a statement made under oath by Modeste
Laviolette concerning his claim. to & portion of Bection b, Township 45,

27, West of the 2nd Meridian, being his reply to question No. 43,

of this statement. Sworn before Mr. Buperintendent Pearce, at Prince.
Albert, on the 13th day of December, 1885.

~ . (I, Bolomon Boucher, of Township 45 Ran
Norra W;:‘:ﬂ'{?umoms : {27 West 2nd M., Farmer, make oath angc.i
* 8ay:

1st. That the walls of a building on the North-West quarter of Section
5, Tp. 45, R. 27, W, 2 M., intended for a chapel were erected in the spring
of 1884. The building is 21 x 32, the logs in the spame are flattened on
two sides and as they stand are worth §1.25 each.

2nd. One William Bruce had the contract to put on a shingle roof, but
failed to do so. Bruce was paid to some extent on said contract.

Bworn before me at Township 45 R., 27,
W.2 M.i: this 9th day of December, 1885,

baving been read over and explained to| (Signed)
him and he appeared thoroughly to under-
stand the same. SOLOMON BOUCHER,

(Signed) Wu. Praror,
Superintendent.

I, Magloire Bo eiri of Township 45, Range

Nonm-v‘fr?:’il;n;nmmxms: {27, West of 2nd Meridian, make oath and
) 8ay:

That I know Marguerite Boyer who has made oath to the affidavit
hereto attached and so far as her answers to questions numbered 1, 3, 5,
13, 13, 16, 17, 18, 20, 27,21, 26, 28, 30, 33, 35, 40, 42and 43, I know them to
be cpn?ot, and believe the remainder are true and correct in every

enlar.

That I most emphatically state I never was told by anyone that entry
could not be obtained by the settiers in this township or that the
Government had sold the land to any corporation.

Sworn before me at Prince AlbertLN.-W.
the

T., this 13th day of December, in year (Signed)
of our Lord 1885.
(Signed) Wu. Prarcr, MAGLOIRE BOYER.
Buperintendent.

. In addition to the above affidavit taken
N““'w.'r? vgi?:nu'omls *{ before George Duck on the 23rd day of
’ July last, I further state :

That I claimed this ag & 10-chain river lot. My neighbors wishing
to have it in 10-chain claims, I supposed I would also obtain a 10-
chain lot. Knew it was surveyed into quarter-sections at time I took
. up claim ; never applied for entry and always supposed I would obtain

one. Never was told by anyone that this land had been sold or
granted in any way by the Government to any corporation, individual,
or colonisation company. Never was told by Riel that entry could not
be obtained for zgia land or any of it in township 46, range 37,
west 2nd meridian, nor did I hear any of the seitlers in said township
state they could not obtain entry for these lands,

Sworn before me at township 45, range
27, west of second meridian, this 10th day
of December, 1885, having first been read |
in French by Louis Mariot and he seemed( (Signed)
thoroughly to underetand to what he was ALEX. LAMIRANDE.
gubscribing.

(8igned) 'Wu. PraroE
Bupeﬁntendent.

Appendix to affidavit taken before Geo. Duck at St. Louis de Lan
vin, on the 23rd day of July, 1885, and sworn to by the said Alexandre

Lamirande. . dor M
= . Alexander McDougall, of section 13
Nozrs W;‘?V;I‘i:lfmronms ‘ tov;nship 45,range 27, weat’oﬁnd meridim:
: turmer, make oath and say :

1st. That when I settled on this land in November, 1884, I took up
this claim as 1 did because it was generally considered that entry would
be given us by legal sub-divisions or portions thereof so a8 to give the
se_tiﬂers & river frontage extending back from the river about 1§ to 2
miies.
2nd. That I never was informed that sn{ portion of this township
belonged to s colonisation company, and have not been to this day
notified to that effect, having always understood that the colonigation
company’s tract did not extend further north than the southerly limit
of township 45, range 27, west of 2ad meridian. ‘
Mr, Warrs (Cardwell), '

/

3rd. That I hoped to obtain entry, 20 chains in width, extending
back 1 mile from the river.

Sworn before me at township 45, mngel

27, west of 2nd meridian, this 9th day of (Signed)

Deeembtlalr. 188%. hHavinglﬁrst }men drea.v‘il his
over to him and thorou explained an
was understood perfectly by h?m. ALEthrkl{oDOUGALL.

(8igned)  Wx. Prazc
Superintendent. )

NorTE-WnsT TERRITORIES : : :
vigk township 45, range 27, west of 2nd meri-
To Wit: dian, farmer, make oath and say :

That I am the Charles Eugéne Boucher mentioned in the attached
affidavit of my brother Solomon Boucher; that I have heard read over
to me the said affidavit of my brother conceraing the lands mentioned
by him, and now claimed by mgself, my brothers and sister and by my
mother on behalf of my father, Jean Baptiste Boucher, senior, and that
the same is true and correct in every particular, and that I particnlarly
state that I never heard nor do I think that any of my father's family
ever heard that the Government had disposed of the land, and that we
could not eventually obtain entry in the land office therefor, nor that
any of the settlers in townsehip 45-27, west of 2nd meridian could not
obtain entry for their lands as claimed.

Sworn before me at Prince Albert this
17th day of December, A.D., 1885, having
been first read over and he thoroughly }(Signad)

gseemed to understand the same. f
J CHAS. EUG. BOUCHER.

{ 1, Charles Eugéne Boucher, of section 1

(Signed)  Wx. Prazrog,
Superintendent.

I believe there were only two who ever heard there was
a company, all the others swearing that they did not know
there was such a thing. Now, Mr. Speaker, I think I may
fairly say that under these circumstances the hon. gentle-
man and those who join with him in attacking the Govern-
ment can hardly claim that they have succeeded in making
out any case against the Government. We have this
important fact, that no half-breed has ever been removed
from his land by any act of the Government, that no half-
breed has ever been disturbed in the possession of his land ;
and I know of countries where the people would be happy
if they could say the same thing., Why, Sir, in the
adjoining county of Ottawa, when the hon. gentleman
who sits opposite (Mr. Langelier) was Commissioner of
Crown Lands for the Province of Quebec, settlers were
attempted to be driven off their lands because they had not
complied with all the conditions imposed by the Govern-
ment., Then we have this further fact, in relation to their
patents, that the Government, so far from refusing them
patents, sent their officers in order that they might
personally impress upon the half-breeds the manner in
which patents could be obtained, and urge them, if pos-
sible, to make the entry necessary to obtain their
lands. In the North-West it is absolutely necessary in the
obtaining of lands, that there should be general rules which
all persons must follow ; and it was not too much for this
Government, nor is it too much for any Government, to ask
that those who have ession of lands in-the North-West
shall use the reasonable means and conform to the condi-
tions required by the Government in order to %et; the entry
of those lands, and to obtain their patents. The Govern-
ment not only did this, but they adopted a principle by
which the settlement duties performed in advance of sarvey,
and in advance of the entry of lands, even where they were
permitted to make their entries long after survey, should
all count as if they had been performed after survey. ‘The
ordinary white settler going into the North-West.and settling
on surveyed lands is required at once to make entry. There
is no such thing recognised . by the law as a squatter
upon surveyed lands. But we have deslt in an entirely
different manner with those half-breeds. They have" been
protected sgainst the cancellation which white settlers in
similar citcumstances are subject to; and they were given,
and are still being given, time to make their enmtry, their



