
and who, though they may express it in different ways,
loathe and abhor communism and all its works, surely it
is possible for such to accept each other's assurances
of sincerity and good faith in dealing with thes e
questions of security and subversion.

The occasional traitor in any of our countries
can do much harm to all of us . We know that from hard
experience . But I venture to say he cannot do nearly as
much harm to our security as suspicion and lack of mutual
trust can do to the co-operation and unity of the coalition
on which our security must largely rest .

While slackness in these matters is bound to
lead to recriminations, a fundamental difference of
approach to them, of emphasis and of method, can also
cause differences and difficulties inside nations and
between nations, though they are trying to reach the same
basic objectives .

We will, I think, keep these differences to a
minimum if, on the one hand, we remain alert and realistic
about the serious and present nature of the Communist
menance, and if, on the other hand, we refuse to get
panicky or be stampeded into the wrong way of doing things ;
if we stick to those tried and tested principles of justice
and law; of scrupulous regard for the rights and liberties
of the individual on which alone can national strength be
permanently established .

This is not being soft to communism, or any
other "ism" . It is showing sanity and common sense, and
an understanding of the really enduring sources of
strength and greatness .

These are days that test one's patience and
endurance as we strive at home to keep our countries free
and secure, and, internationally, each to play its proper
part in building up a coalition that will prevent
aggression and maintain peace ; or rather establish a
peace which is more than the absence of war .

There are, I confess, times when one gets
discouraged and anxious for the future as we suffer
frustrations and disappointments at the United Nations •
delays in fulfilling the hopes of NATO ; and as we try to
destroy the Communist conspiracy without descending to
Communist tactics and procedures .

Out of these anxieties and perplexities and
discouragements come the arguments and the differences
between friends and allies, even those as close as the
English-speaking countries .

Let us do our best to avoid these, but let us
not become too alarmed and excited when they occur.

Let us keep, in short, a sense of proportion,
of perspective, and even a sense of humour.

---------------
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