(B) HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL

{ TEXT OF SPEECH FROM THE THRONE READ BY THE
GOVERNOR-GENERAL AT THE OPENING:OF PARLIA:
MENT, NOVEMBER 7, 1940.

Honourable members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

Since last you met for deliberation, all countries have come to ha.Ve
a clearer conception of the magnitude of the present conflict and its
menace to civilization.

Additional nations have been threatened with war, or have becomé
involved in war. But little of freedom is now left in Europe. Force ab
fear have been supplemented by subtle intrigue.

International tension has been heightened by the formation of 8%
alliance between the Axis powers and Japan.

While these events have added enormously to the uncertainties of

the world situation, other events of even greater significance have serve
to confirm our confidence in the ultimate outcome of the struggle. First
and foremost has been the magnificent resistance of the United Kingdo®*

For four months, Britain has constituted the front line of pattle
against the forces of aggression. The spectacular advance of the enemy
has been halted by the indomitable spirit of her people.

The destruction of freedom throughout Europe has awakened, i
the western hemisphere, a fuller consciousness of the Nazi menace.
‘the face of the common peril there has arisen a closer association and_
increasing measure of co-operation between the United States of Ameri¢®
and the nations of the British Commonwealth.

You have been summoned at this time that opportunity may be
afforded for the fullest consideration and discussion of Canada’s wat
effort and of national problems which war has served to intensify or crea"/f'
You will be fully advised of international developments; of Canad®
co-operation with the United Kingdom, and of relations with the Uni
States.

The measures which will be submitted to you are such as Seeﬂ;
necessary to my advisers for the welfare of the country, and for th
prosecution of the war to the utmost of our strength.
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