
1998 ELECTUONS IN MACEDONIA

INTRODUCTION

Macedonians go to the poils on 18 October 1998 in the first of tworounds of voting ta eleot 120 members of the country's parliament.
The forthcoming poil is Macedonia's third general election since thedisintegration of one-party communist mile. Moreover, it takes placein
the shadow of ethnic violence between Serbs and ethnic Aibanians inthe neighbouring Serbian province of Kosovo and political instability inneighbouring Aibania. Although Macedonia has managed to avoid theviolent confliot which has afflicted the rest of the former Yugoslavia, itsexpenience of democracy has s0 far been mixed. Politics is dividedalong ethnic lines and the last multi-party elections were marred byaccusations of fraud with two major parties boycotting the secondround of voting. As a resuit, the electorate remains wary of polling.

This report examines the importance of the 1998 pariiamentaryelections in Macedonia. It discusses past elections and recent
changes to the electoral system. The report analyses the strengthsand weaknesses of the political parties and coalitions competing in thepoilis. It looks at the domestic and international issues that dominatethe campaign, and the extent of international involvement in the polis.The report also assesses the likely outoome of the elections andpotential goveming coalitions. And it considers the consequences ofthe pol on the country's already tense ethnic ca-existence.Appendices at the end list the key politicai parties, the ieadingcandidates on each party's list and the findings of recent opinion polis.


