
Each element of this new environment constitutes a 

challenge for NATO and for all of its members. The 

Alliance has responded to these challenges in broad 

terms through its updated Strategic Concept, which was 

approved by the leaders of Allied nations at the 1999 

Washington Summit. The Strategic Concept governs the 

Alliance's security and defence policy, its operational 

concepts, its conventional and nuclear force posture and 

its collective defence arrangements. 
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