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th-rough diplomatic means; and support
of census projects that often form the
primary building blocks for econoxruc
and development planning.

It was argued that Canada should develop a
more coherent policy for non-governrnental
organizations (NGOs). To this end, the
Canadian govenment should develop a
regulatory framework for NGOs that would
provide for independent monitoring of their
activities without jeopardizing their work.
Dialogue among Canadian and African NGOs
should also be encouraged.

1'rotecting the Environment and
Proumoting Agriculture

dependent on imported produce, Canada
should promote investmeut i African
agriculture. Finally, couimuuity-based
environ-mkental management programs should
be actively promoted as a means o~f protecting
the enviroriment and ensuring the continued
supply of natural resources.

Engaging Civil Society
Civil society involvement, both in Canada
and Africa, was identified as an important
componeut for any balanced long-term.
polhcy. To this end, some suggested that
the Department of Foreign Affairs anid
International Trade seék fiurther opportunities
for dialogue with African civil societ)7
Participants also recommended that Africans
should take a leading rote in developing
Canada's Africa Action Plani. Frhro
when irnplementing Canada's Africa policy,
the Departmnent should cultivate the skills and
expertise of its domestic Africanist community
and Canadians of African descent. The


