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DES'bas been used in cattie and sheep feed

nearly 20 years witbout a single knoywn instance of

bumnan harni.
The Canadian Minister of Agriculture, Mr. H.A.

Olson, stated that bis Departinent was reviewing the

situation. "We will take all necessary steps to

safeguard the health of the Canadian public. At the

sanie time, we will ensure that our products for

export nieet the requirements of our trading part-

ners," the Minister said.
On tbree occasions the Health Protection Brancb

of tbe Food and Drug Directorate bad convened a

committee of non-governinental niedical specialists

to advise on tbe bunian bealtb implications of tbe

use of DES, and a final report was expected soon,

said Mr. Oison.
"We will be taking a close look at tbe findings

of this report," be continued, "and any action we

may taire in tbis situation will be to ensure above al

tbat tbe Canadian public bas wboleson'e food."

GIFT TO POSTAL MUSEUM

The Canada Post Office bas received froni

Mr. Robert D. Jobnson of Town of Mount Royal,

Quebec, a substantial contribution towards its

National Postal Museumi, wbicb is scbeduled to open

its doors by April 1974.
The gift consists of an extensive collection of

Canadian mint and used stamps, witb an estimated

value of several tbousand dollars. Mr. Jobnson, wbo

is in thre book business in Montreal, expressed tbe

desire to help the National Postal Museumi after bie

learned of tbe Post Off ice's plans to establisb it, as

announced by Postmaster General Jean-Pierre Côté

last autumn.
Altbougb the Museum is still very nîucb in thre

developing stage, many donations bave already been

received, including one froni Quebec Premier Robert

Bourassa, wbo donated several early documents froni
--- ., - fi-, ini that orovince. Other donations

WAR ON THE MOSQUITO

A new chemical synthesized at the Agriculture

Canada Research Institute in London, Ontario may

help control the mosquitoes that are spreading

western encephalitis or sleeping sickness in North

America.
The compound is a copy of a chemical "at-

tractant" called a "pheromone", which is produced

by the mosquito itself. "Apparently the eggs are

coated with this attractant as they are laid," said

Dr. A.N. Starratt, an organic cbemist at the Research

Institute.
Scientists, who began looking for the pheromone

because they knew that mosquitoes preferred to lay

their eggs where eggs had already been laid, synthe-

sized an active component that attracted mosquitoes

in the same way as the natural pheromone.

The female mosquito seeks water containing the

pheromone in which to lay ber eggs. When Dr. C.E.

Osgood, an entomologist with the Department of

Agriculture, first studied the compound at the Agri-

culture Canada Belleville, Ontario, Research Insti-

tute, he found tbat the pheromone spread as a film on

water, lowering its surface tension. Wben the phe-

romone was present in higher than natural concentra-

tions, the water no longer supported the mosquitoes

and they drowned while attempting Io lay their eggs.

Dr. Osgood and Dr. J.J.R. McLintock of the

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Research Station will con-

duct field tests near Weyburn, Saskatchewan, wbere

breeding-pools could be treated with high enough

concentrations of the pheromone to attract female

mosquitoes and drown them as they attempt to land.

Another possibility is to attract them to pools wbicb

will dry up before the larvae can develop.
Considerable interest is expected in the field

trials with this first însect.produced laying attractant

since, if it shows promise, it could lead to a safe,

effective and economical control program.
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