
particular, played a major role mn upsetting the traditional power structure of industry, federal
agencies, and congressional oversight committees and expanding the conc er fromn a regional
one to a national issue.

However, the election of the Republican Congress i 1995 shifted the locus of policy
change to Congress, where virtually every environmental andi natural resource law has corne
under challenge. Proposais to increase salvage timber sales, privatize public lands, revise the
Endangereci Species Act, develop the oil resources of the North Siope andi the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, reduce the size of national parks and reserves, andi require
compensation to landowners when regulations affect their property values are ail part of the
Republican agenda i the new Congress. The political clout of environmental iterests has
been greatly weakened, andi Congress is clearly orienteci toward resource development and
reducig public regulation of timber and other natural resources.

Forest policy i the Northwest bas a long history of controversy. An earlier spotteci
owl management plan was rejected by a federal court because its Environmental Impact
Statement was icomplete andi includeci outdated scientific evidence andi flse assumptions.
The Supreme Court prohibiteci the Forest Service from permitting timber cutting i areas that
served as habitat for the spotted owl.' Loggig of old-growth forests in the Northwest was
described by Jucige William Dwyer, a Reagan appoitee, as "1a remarkable series of
violations of the environmental laws" and "a deliberate andi systematic refusaI to comply with
the laws protectig wildlife."

How doe the experience of British Columbia compare with the problem-plagued
poicies of the Pacific Northwest? At one level, this comparative policy study focuses on the
sirnilarities between public lands issues in the two nations as they seek to weigh ecouomic
and iromna goals. Part of the value of the cmatie study, however, lies inthe

diffrencslu political structure between the two countries and in exploring the <frbate over
how to blnenational and regional policy making authority. The great iuterest in the
Unitedi States inm vlto of federal authority to the states in public landsa policy (as well as
in other policy ara) can help shied light on Caainefforts to blneféderal and

thos isuesi the U.S. Most of the comartve studies of envirorimental and natural
resource policy i Canada and the United States epai the similarities in laws, the

andi the~ dicltyi assessing the consequences of these similarities and dféecson
envionmetalquality itself.

Wle Caaahas played a mjr role innentoa efforts to protect the

envionmntit ace cosideabl chllegesat omeas i stugges o esur ec lucal

susainbleecoomi: gowt. Poviceshae eactd mst f te evirnmetallaw i
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