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CANADA AND THE_ URUGUAY ROUND OF MULTILATERAL ,TRADE NÈGOTIATIONS 

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is the basic 
rule book for world trade. It is this rule  book  that the 
Uruguay Round is seeking to imprôve. GATT rests :on 
the principle that the fewer trade barriers there are 
among countries and regions, the more prosperous those 
Conntries will  become.  'Over  the Past 45 yearS, GATT 
haS cut world tariffs froni an average of 40 per' cent in 
1947 to about 5 per cent,today, contributing to a 12-fold 
surge in World . trade. 

The Uruguay Roimd involves more than 100 countries in 
the largest, most Complex set of trade negotiations "ever 
Undertaken. While it includes many countries with 

-widely different interests, , it has One purpose: 
strengthening an open, rules-based system to govern 
trade 'around the wOrld. 

- 
Since ,it was launChed in Punta del Este;  •Uruguay, in 

, September 1986, the current round of mu-ltilateral trade 
negotiations has faced many uncertaintieS. Complex 

; issues, missed deadlines and a variety of national 
priorities and Pressures have made it difficult to 
cOnclude a far-reaching, comprehensive agreeinent. 
Resolving the outstanding issues, particularly access - to 
markets for goods and seriices, is Canada's highest 

- 	 international trade'priority. 

Canada is a medium7sizecl nation that depends on trade 
for one in three jobs. Canada needs an up-to-date global 
trading framework based on clear; internationallYagreed ' 
i-ules. A Uruguay Round agreement -- together with the - 
Canada-U.S..  Free Trade Agreement and the proposed 
North Ainerican Free  ' Trade  Agreement — wOuld 
strengthen and improve the rules that govern all of . 

Canada's exPorts and imports of both goods, and 
services. 

Theiains that a suCcessful  Uruguay Round will bring to r 
, the, world- economy are_ cônservatively estimated at 
betWeen US$200 billion and US$300 billion annUallY. 

-,' Canada's share of  that  growth could be well oirer. $10 
billion in-  direct benefits: 

, 	• 	, 
Concluding the round is  crucial for Canada, i for i,vorid ' 
leadership, for' econorriic growth; and for providing 
assurance that the G-7. .can exercise  'leadership  ,on key 

. issues - when it  is  needed. 	. 	• 	 ' 
• 	_ 	, 	 . 

While' Canada is pleised with the progress  made  to date, , 
there: is much to be done. - A mileStone was reached in 

- November 1992" When the United States and the 
European ConimUnity teached  'agreement. on 'key-
elements -of the multilateral trade negotiation agricultural 
agreement.  The  resulting Blair House accord; -Canada 
believes, is à major step in thé right rdirectiOn. 

However, - success' 'Will not be possible withOut 
-coinmitment. by the highest levels of goverrunents.. To 
harness this political will, Canada took ,the lead in a 
process' thatIrciught trade ministers from the United 
States, 'Japan,- the European Community and Canada 
together, in Toronto >on May 14--and later in Paris  and  ' 
Tokyo,  to advance the key market access issues and lay 
the fouridatioh for 'resumption of negotiations:on the - 
Uruguay Round in Geneva as soon  as possible: , 

-  Thèse  preparatory meetings and the Tokyo  SumMit itself 
are intended to provide the impetus needed- to bring all ' 
Uruguay Round partners back to thé negotiating  table in  

-, Geneva and to complete the Uniguay Round negotiations , 
by December 15, 1993. 


