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Article 10

Every American State has the duty to respect the rights enjoyed by
every other State in accordance with international law.

Article 11

The fundamental rights of States may not be impaired in any manner
whatsoever.

Article 12

The political existence of the State is independent of recognition by
other States. Even before being recognized, the State has the right to
defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation
and prosperity, and counsequently to organize itself as it sees fit, to
legislate concerning its interests, to administer its services, and to
determine the jurisdiction and competence of its courts. The exercise of
these rights is limited only by the exercise of the rights of other
States in accordance with international law.

Article 13

Recognition 1implies that the State granting it accepts the
personality of the new State, with all the rights and duties that
international law prescribes for the two States.

Article 14

The right of each State to protect itself and to live its own life
does not authorize it to commit unjust acts against another State.

Article 15

The jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national
territory 1is exercised equally over all the inhabitants, whether
nationals or aliens.

Article 16

Each State has the right to develop its cultural, political, and
economic life freely and naturally. In this free development, the State
shall respect the rights of the individual and the principles of
universal morality.

Article 17

Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute
standards for the development of peaceful relations among States.
International treaties and agreements should be public.

Article 18

No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or
indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs
of any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed
force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against
the personality of the State or against its political, economic, and
cultural elements.



